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Preface 


On  June  7,  1944  as  allied  forces  were  securing  a  beachhead  on 
the  coast  of  France,  representatives  of  twenty-three  Assemblies  of 
God  churches  gathered  in  Winston-Salem  to  secure  a  beachhead  for 
Pentecostal  ministry  m  North  Carolina.  In  that  meeting  a  new 
District  was  formed  to  serve  Assemblies  of  God  ministers  and 
churches  in  the  Tar  Heel  state. 

After  much  study,  the  Executive  Presbytery  of  the  General 
Council  took  action  concerning  North  Carolma  on  May  24,  1944. 
It  was  decided  that  North  Carolina  possessed  sufficient  strength  to 
form  a  new  District.  Two  weeks  after  approval  was  granted,  a 
District  was  born. 

In  fifty  years,  the  District  has  grown  from  twenty-three  to  209 
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churches.  More  than  460  ministers  hold  credentials  and  serve  a 
constituency  in  excess  of  33,422.  What  we  have  become  under 
God  is  a  tribute  to  men  and  women  who  never  let  go  of  God's 
promises  or  precepts.  We  are  building  on  a  foundation  laid  by 
faithful  servants.  May  all  who  come  behmd  us  find  us  equally 
faithful! 

On  January  25,  1993,  the  District  Presbytery  commissioned 
former  District  Superintendent  Dr.  Charles  H.  Cookman  with  the 
writing  of  our  fifty-year  history.  I  wish  to  express  gratitude  to  Dr. 
Cookman  and  to  former  District  Superintendent  Reverend  F.  L. 
Jones,  Reverend  Mark  Muirhead,  and  Reverend  David  B.  Crabtree 
for  their  tireless  investment  of  time  and  energy  in  this  project. 
Ministers  across  the  state  have  assisted  in  this  important  effort  to 
preserve  our  history.  To  all  who  contributed,  I  offer  my  sincere 
thanks. 

Charles  O.  Kelly,  District  Superintendent 
Dunn,  North  Carolina 
March    1994 
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Chapter    1 


Beginnings 


The  question  is  often  asked,  "V^hy  is  the  District  headquarters 
in  Dunn?"  The  record,  written  and  spoken,  offers  little  more  than 
speculation.  Some  believe  that  Dunn  was  chosen  by  chance  when 
the  first  Superintendent  came  to  help  the  church  there  durmg  a 
pastoral  transition.  Others  point  to  free  space  being  offered  for  a 
District  Office  in  the  basement  of  Glad  Tidmgs  Church.  Neither 
answer  satisfies  all  objections,  so  the  mystery  remains. 
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There  is,  however,  an  interesting  footnote  that  should  not  be 
overlooked.  Before  the  Assemblies  of  God  chose  Dunn,  the  Holy 
Spirit  touched  the  city  with  fire  from  Azuza's  great  revival.  Dunn's 
rich  Pentecostal  history  predates  the  formation  of  the  General 
Council  of  the  Assemblies  of  God  by  almost  a  decade. 

"Across  the  nation  and  around  the  world,  men  and 
women  of  faith  and  curiosity  were  drawn  to  the  former 
livery  stable  on  Azuza  Street  in  Los  Angeles. " 

Reports  of  the  Azuza  outpouring  spread  like  wild  fire  among 
holmess  groups  that  sprang  up  in  the  post  civil  war  era. 
Periodicals  like  "The  Bridegroom's  Messenger"  and  "Apostolic 
Faith"  offered  breathless  accounts  of  signs  and  wonders  to  rival 
those  recorded  m  the  book  of  Acts.  Across  the  nation  and  around 
the  world,  men  and  women  of  faith  and  curiosity  were  drawn  to  the 
former  livery  stable  on  Azuza  Street  m  Los  Angeles. 

Reverend  G.  B.  Cashwell,  a  Methodist  minister  with  ties  to  the 
holiness  movement,  traveled  to  Los  Angeles  to  witness  the  revival. 
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Receiving  the  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  with  the  evidence  of 
speaking  in  tongues,  Cashwell  returned  to  Dunn  and  rented  a  large 
tobacco  warehouse.  From  this  site  on  December  31,  1906,  he 
conducted  the  first  Pentecostal  meeting  on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  This 
was  not  the  first  recorded  incident  of  speaking  in  tongues  in  the 
Atlantic  region,  but  it  was  the  first  meeting  for  the  express 
purpose  of  preachmg  the  Pentecostal  blessing.  The  meeting 
contmued  for  a  month  as  many  experienced  the  fire  of  Pentecost. 
As  a  result,  Cashwell's  mvitations  to  preach  the  Pentecostal 
message  were  so  numerous  he  was  dubbed  the  "Apostle  of 
Pentecost  to  the  South."  The  tobacco  warehouse  perished, 

ironically,  by  fire.  The  flames  of  Pentecost  could  not  be 
extmguished.  It  was  without  regard  for  Dunn's  rich  Pentecostal 
heritage  that  the  District  Office  was  located  there.  One  can't  help 
but  think  that  G.  B.  Cashwell  would  be  pleased. 

The  turn  of  the  century  saw  a  proliferation  of  "Holiness" 
churches.  For  the  most  part,  they  gathered  around  strong  local 
leaders  who  accepted  what  was  termed  "the  second  blessing"  or 
"sanctification"    They  preached  of  a  second  spiritual  experience 
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beyond  salvation.  The  evidence  that  one  had  been  "sanctified" 
was  the  immediate  cessation  of  smoking,  drinking,  worldly 
dancing,  and  other  sins  of  the  flesh.  A  person  knew  that  they  had 
been  "sanctified"  by  experiencing  a  strong  emotional  release  such 
as  shouting,  crying,  or  laughing.  The  Welch  Revival  under  the 
leadership  of  Evan  Roberts  saw  additional  spiritual  manifestations, 
not  the  least  of  which  was  speaking  m  other  tongues. 

"The  Assemblies  of  God  has  been  strengthened  by 
the  diversity  in  our  spiritual  heritage. " 

While  there  were  many  who  received  the  baptism  in  the  Holy 
Spirit,  with  the  evidence  of  speakmg  m  tongues,  through  the 
Holm  ess  and  Wesley  an  stream  of  Protestantism,  many  who 
received  came  from  a  Reformed  Church  background.  The 
Assemblies  of  God  received  mitial  leadership  from  both  branches 
of  Christendom.  Many  of  the  early  Assemblies  of  God  leaders 
were  from  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  or  Christian  and  Missionary 
Alliance  backgrounds.  The  Assemblies  of  God  has  been  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  diversity  in  our  spiritual  heritage. 
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THE  FINE  WAS  $60.00! 


Born  June  6,  1899  in  Upper  Burningtown,  NC,  Arlesa 
grew  up  in  the  Oak  Dale  Baptist  church.  She  married  Virgil 
Roper  and  watched  him  go  off  to  fight  in  the  First  World 
War.  He  returned,  but  his  health  was  ruined.  Virgil  died  in 
1926  leaving  Arlesa  to  raise  four  children. 

In  the  summer  of  1929 \  the  Oak  Dale  Baptist  church  was 
holding  a  revival  The  altars  were  filled,  and  the  Roper 
Mountain  Singers  were  singing,  "I  Want  to  Be  a  Worker  for 
the  Lord".  Arlesars  daughter  Jesse  reports,  "Heaven  really 
came  down  and  people  were  praying  and  shouting. "  Arlesa 
began  speaking  in  a  language  no  one  had  learned.  A  visitor 
explained  that  "she  has  received  the  baptism  in  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  people  had  better  be  careful  what  they  say  about 
that. " 

Neither  the  church  nor  the  community  were  impressed  in 
a  positive  manner.  Arlesa  was  fined  $60.00  by  the 
magistrate  and  forbidden  to  set  foot  on  the  Baptist  or 
Methodist  church  properties. 

A  sixty  dollar  fine  couldn't  put  out  the  fire.  Arlesa 
immediately  opened  her  home  for  prayer  meetings  and 
Sunday  services.  Today  Mt.  Sinai  Assembly  of  God  traces 
its  history  to  a  struggling  single  mother  of  four  and  a 
disrupted  baptist  revival. 
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Many  early  leaders  entertained  the  notion  that  all 
denominations  would  eventually  welcome  this  "Pentecostal 
outpouring. "  Acceptance  from  mainline  denominations  however, 
would  not  come.  Tolerance  would  not  be  experienced  for 
generations. 

After  years  of  rejection  and  scorn  by  established 
denommations,  a  call  went  out  for  those  of  common  Pentecostal 
experience  and  persuasion  to  meet  in  Hot  Sprmgs,  Arkansas. 
Some  three  hundred  mmisters  and  laymen  responded  m  the  summer 
of  1914.  The  union  they  established  has  become  the  largest 
Pentecostal  movement  m  the  world,    The  Assemblies  of  God. 

The  history  of  the  Assemblies  of  God  m  North  Carolma  begms 
with  Mrs.  Myrtle  Chambers.  An  ordained  Assemblies  of  God 
minister,  Mrs.  Chambers  established  Pentecostal  works  that  would 
eventually  become  Assemblies  of  God  churches  in  Elizabeth  City 
and  the  Outer  Banks  area.  Her  first  tent  meetings  were  held  in 
Elizabeth  City  and  Avon  in  1926.  For  the  next  two  years,  Mrs. 
Chambers  pitched  a  tent  on   a  Methodist  church  lot.    By  1929,  the 
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meeting  had  moved  to  a  rented  home,  and  in  1931  a  building  was 
completed.  This  was  no  small  accomplishment  in  the  midst  of  the 
Great  Depression. 

Among  those  who  became  active  in  the  new  Assembly  m  Avon 
was  a  member  of  the  coast  guard  by  the  name  of  Alvin  Price. 
Brother  Price  would  ultimately  be  recognized  as  the  voice  of 
Pentecost  on  Hatteras  Island. 

Meanwhile,  across  the  state,  Evangelist  Earl  Frerking  and  a 
young  musician,  Alfred  Symond,  were  pitching  a  gospel  tent  in 
Morganton.  They  came  to  Morganton  as  a  result  of  the 
miraculous  healmg  of  a  Mrs.  Townsend.  Suffering  the  final  stages 
of  cancer,  Mrs.  Townsend  was  taken  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Edith 
Cauble,  to  a  meeting  m  Indianapolis  where  Mrs.  Maria 
Woodworth-Etter  was  preachmg.  Their  faith  was  honored  by  the 
Lord  .  .  .    Mrs.  Townsend  was  instantly  healed! 

Mrs.  Cauble,  who  taught  the  young  ladies  class  at  the  local 
Methodist  church,  returned  to  her  students.  The  class  would  never 
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be  the  same.  She  began  to  supplement  her  Methodist  curriculum 
with  articles  from  "The  Pentecostal  Evangel".  In  short  order  ten 
young  ladies  received  the  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit  while 
attending  her  Sunday  School  class.  Something  wonderful  was 
happening  m  Morganton. 

"She  began  to  supplement  her  Methodist  curriculum 
with  articles  from  The  Pentecostal  Evangel " 

It  was  in  "The  Pentecostal  Evangel"  that  Mrs.  Cauble  saw  an 
advertisement  placed  by  tent  evangelist  Rev.  Earl  Frerking.  An 
mvitation  was  extended  to  bring  the  tent  and  the  message  of 
Pentecost  to  Morganton.  On  the  last  Sunday  of  October,  1928, 
Brother  Frerking  baptized  twelve  ladies  in  water.  Several  of  these 
young  ladies  from  the  Methodist  Bible  class  became  charter 
members  of  First  Assembly  in  Morganton.  One  of  those  ladies, 
Mrs.  Pauline  Hill,  remains  an  active  member  of  First  Assembly. 
On  Sunday  morning  you  will  find  her  in  the  sanctuary.  .  .  teaching 
the   adult   Sunday  School  class. 
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SHIPWRECK  AT  SALVO 

In  J  933,  a  four-masted  schooner,  the  G  A.  Kohler.  ran 
aground  two  miles  south  of  the  village  of  Salvo,  She  was 
purchased  by  a  local  man  for  salvage.  The  story  of  the  old 
ship's  redemption  centers  on  an  incredible  woman  by  the 
name  of  Lucy  Hooper. 

She  was  saved  in  1926  under  the  ministry  of  Reverend 
Myrtle  Chambers  at  Avon  In  1931,  Lucy  was  part  of  a 
prayer  meeting  in  Salvo.  Her  call  to  ministry  came  by  the 
scripture  in  Revelation  3:8;  "See  L  have  set  before  you  an 
open  door,  and  no  man  shall  close  it "  With  the  help  of  a 
few  villagers,  she  threw  herself  into  the  work  of  salvaging 
timber  from  the  G.  A.  Kohler  to  build  a  Pentecostal  church 
in  Salvo. 

The  timbers  of  the  great  ship  were  refashioned  into  beams 
and  support  structure.  One  of  the  masts  became  the  ridge- 
pole. The  people  worked  hard,  but  none  harder  than  Lucy 
Hooper.  A  church  building  was  rising  from  the  wreckage  of 
a  schooner. 


The  first  service  was  conducted  on  October  6,  1935  by 
Rob  Douglas.  Shortly  thereafter,  Lucy  assumed  the  pastorate. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  she  lead  the  church.  The 
Assemblies  of  God  in  North  Carolina  awes  much  to 
outstanding  women  like  Lucy  Hooper.  She  will  forever  be 
remembered  as  the  lady  who  looked  upon  a  shipwreck  and 
saw  a  sanctuary. 


NEVER  LET  GO 


In  1929,  a  young  Scottish  immigrant  named  Andrew  Stirling 
came  to  America  to  live  with  his  brother,  Robert,  in  Akron,  Ohio. 
He  found  employment  in  a  large  supermarket  where  an  elderly  lady 
invited  him  to  a  revival  meeting.  He  accepted  her  invitation  out 
of  courtesy  and  that  night  Andrew  Stirling  made  life's  most 
important  decision  when  the  altar  call  was  given.  The  boldness  of 
an  elderly  saint  in  a  supermarket  gave  the  Assemblies  of  God  one 
of  its  finest  preachers  and  North  Carolina,  its  second  District 
Superintendent. 

Pentecostal  churches  and  preaching  pomts  were  established  in 
many  communities  during  the  thirties.  In  Windsor,  Colerain  and 
Askewville,  Elizabeth  "Snow"  White  set  up  a  ragged  gospel  tent. 
Each  community  saw  a  Pentecostal  work  established  that  would 
touch  generations  to  come.  In  1941,  the  Windsor  church  welcomed 
their  new  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  F.  Slye.  Pastor  Slye  would  play  a 
critical  role  in  the  founding  of  the  Eastern  Camp  and  the  North 
Carolina  District. 
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Asheville  was  pioneered  by  Reverend  William  E.  Hadden  in 
the  early  forties.  Pastor  Hadden  was  present  at  the  organizational 
meeting  m  Winston-Salem,  accompanied  by  his  sixteen  year-old 
son  Charles.  Charles  would  follow  his  father,  answering  the  call 
to  the  ministry  and  profoundly  affect  ministry  to  the  American 
Indian  population  m  Eastern  North  Carolma. 

"North  Carolina  .  .  .  must  have  closer 
leadership  and  indigenous  workers  with  a  burden 
and  vision  for  the  state. " 

Several  men  were  instrumental  in  the  formation  of  the  North 
Carolma  District  of  the  Assemblies  of  God.  Loren  D.  Doss,  F. 
Wildon  Colbaugh  and  Stanley  Berg  m  the  west,  and  J.  Edward 
Gains,  John  Slye  and  D.  B.  Lawrence  in  the  east  led  the  move 
toward  independence.  These  brethren  believed  that  if  North 
Carolma  was  to  be  effective  in  the  planting  of  churches  and 
proclaiming  the  full  gospel  message,  it  must  have  closer  leadership 
and  indigenous  workers  with  a  burden  and  vision  for  the  state. 
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THE  CIRCUIT  PREACHER 


hoy  Pierce  was  born  February  3, 1898,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  state.  He  was  raised  Baptist  and  seemed  predestined 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  Be  married  a  farm  girl  and  they 
raised  a  farm  family  of  six*  A  tent  meeting  encounter  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  changed  everything.  Elizabeth  White  was  the 
Evangelist  and  hoy  and  Annie  Pierce  experienced  Pentecost. 
Nights  and  weekends  were  spent  in  cottage  prayer  meetings. 
Soon,  Loy  was  serving  as  a  circuit  preacher,  caring  for  the 
churches  that  grew  out  of  the  tent  meetings.  Through  the 
thirties  and  early  forties,  the  circuit  preacher  poured  his  life 
into  the  ministry,  white  maintaining  his  farm. 

In  1944,  he  left  the  plow  and  the  circuit  to  enter  the 
ministry  on  a  full-time  basis.  As  a  licensed  minister  of  the 
new  District,  he  assumed  the  pastorate  at  Wanchese.  This 
was  his  first  of  many  pastorates.  Brother  Pierce  established 
churches  and  provided  leadership  across  the  District 
throughout  his  thirty-two  years  of  ministry. 

In  1978,  he  suffered  a  severe  heart  attack  Brother  Pierce 
no  longer  recognized  his  children.  A  young  chaplain  stopped 
at  the  minister's  bedside.  "I  am  a  young  pastor,  and  you're 
an  elderly  minister"  he  said.  "If  you  would  have  any  words 
of  advice  to  give  me,  what  would  they  be?"  Brother  Pierce 
sat  straight  up  in  bed  and  said,  "Be  thou  faithful  until  death 
and  I  wilt  give  you  the  crown  of  Life. "  He  slumped  back  in 
bed.  It  was  his  last  sermon.  After  countless  miles  and 
messages,    the  circuit  preacher  finally  made  it  home. 
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In  1941,  the  Appalachian  District  Council  adopted  a  resolution 
favoring  the  formation  of  the  North  Carolina  District.  The 
Appalachian  District  had  oversight  of  the  western  part  of  North 
Carolina.  The  Potomac  District  had  oversight  of  the  eastern  part 
of  the  state.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Appalachian  District, 
Reverend  M.  B.  Hampton,  wrote  to  Reverend  E.  S.  Williams, 
General  Superintendent  of  the  Assemblies  of  God  on  December  15, 
1941.  The  following  excerpt  from  that  correspondence  indicates  a 
strong  willingness  to  look  for  a  better  way  to  serve  the  ministers  of 
North  Carolina. 

"I  am  glad  for  something  to  be  done  about  North  Carolina, 
as  it  is  a  distance  from  us,  and  we  feel  we  cannot  give  them 
the  assistance  they  need.  I  write  this  with  good  will  to  our 
brethren  in  North  Carolina  desiring  God's  will  and  God's 
best  for  them,  and  I  believe  this  will  meet  the  approval  of 
our  District  Officials  according  to  the  resolution  that  was 
passed  in  our  last  District  Council  at  North  Tazewell,  VA . " 

Discussions  concerning  the  formation  of  a  district  for  the  state 
of  North  Carolma  had  begun  several  years  before  the  inaugural  date 
of  June  7,  1944.    Correspondence   preserved   in   the   National 
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Headquarters  reveals  that  the  matter  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Executive  Presbytery  as  early  as  1941.  A  letter  dated  November 
1941  requestmg  the  formation  of  the  North  Carolma  District  bears 
the  following  signatures: 


Miriam  M.  Berg 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Chadwick 
A.  L.  Chadwick 
Walter  H.  Haydus 
Ralph  Buchannan 
F.  Wildon  Colbaugh 
Mrs.  Loren  Doss 
Mrs.  Walter  H.  Haydus 
Winford  Phillips 
Loren  Doss 


Frank  W.  Holland 
G.  W.  Modder 
Fred  Sorrells 
Alice  Austin 
Andrew  Stirling 
David  B.  Lawrence 
R.  L.  Cornett 
J.  Edward  Garns 
John  F.  Slye 
Robert  J.  Hancock 


Letters  that  passed  between  the  Appalachian  and  Potomac 
Districts,  the  General  Secretary  of  the  General  Council  and 
Reverends  Doss  and  Colbaugh  express  the  visions,  doubts,  hopes, 
and  misgivings  of  all  parties  concerning  the  formation  of  a  new 
district.  While  there  was  a  clear  understanding  that  something 
needed  to  be  done,  there  was  some  disagreement  about  what  should 
be  done  and  who  should  take  responsibility  for  oversight. 
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It  was  suggested  that  North  Carolina  might  become  a 
"fellowship"  rather  than  a  full-fledged  district.  While  this 
transitional  step  was  favored  by  leadership  at  the  National 
Headquarters,  it  was  considered  unacceptable  by  the  North  Carolina 
contingent.  Undaunted  by  opposition  and  delay,  the  ministers  of 
North  Carolma  moved  ahead.    There  is  no  doubt  that  their  primary 

"The  North  Carolina  District  was  born  out  of 
a  passion  for  the  lost  " 

concern  was  for  the  planting  of  churches  and  for  the  preaching  of 
the  full  Gospel  m  North  Carolina.  Correspondence  between  state 
leaders  and  the  General  Superintendent  of  the  General  Council 
makes  it  clear  that  the  North  Carolina  District  was  born  out  of  a 
passion  for  the  lost.  In  a  letter  to  General  Superintendent  E.  S. 
Williams,    Pastor  Loren  Doss  wrote  : 

"The  brethren  are  not  grasping  for  power  in  our  General 
Council,  but  the  burden  for  this  great  State  is  upon  us  all. 
Our  great  need  is  for  workers. " 
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While  the  record  shows  general  support  for  a  new  district  by 
the  Appalachian  District  and  the  brethren  in  the  western  part  of  the 
state,  in  the  east  there  was  greater  opposition  to  the  plan.  The 
leadership  of  the  Potomac  District,  though  resigned  to  the  fact  that 

"Ten  ministers  were  present .  .  .    eight  voted 
yes  .  .  .    two  voted  no " 

North  Carolina  would  eventually  become  a  sovereign  territory,  did 
not  feel  the  timing  was  right.  Potomac  District  Superintendent, 
E.F.M.  Staudt,  was  forthright  m  expressmg  his  opinion  that  the 
move  for  sovereignty  was  ill-timed. 

However,  on  May  4,  1944,  a  meeting  was  held  m  Edenton, 
North  Carolina  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ministers  the  opportunity 
to  speak  and  vote  concerning  the  matter  of  sovereignty.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Potomac  District,  Reverend  Obie  L.  Harrup, 
attended  and  was  asked  to  serve  as  secretary  for  the  meetmg.  Ten 
votmg  ministers  were  present  and  eight  cast  "yes"  ballots.      Two 
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voted  no.  A  previous  poll  of  the  ministers  in  the  state  showed 
overwhelming  support  for  sovereignty.  Unfortunately,  few 
ministers  could  be  at  the  meetmg.  Before  the  meeting  was 
adjourned,  Reverends  Garns,  Slye,  Colbaugh  and  Doss  were 
appomted  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws  to  present  at  a 
meeting  to  be  held  June  7,  1944  in  Winston-Salem.  Havmg  set  a 
course  for  independence,  mmisters  across  the  state  readied 
themselves  through  prayer  for  the  appomted  hour. 
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Chapter  2 


The  Meeting 


On  June  7,  1944,  the  North  Carolina  District  of  the  Assemblies 
of  God  was  formed,  staffed,  and  commissioned  at  the  Winston- 
Salem  Evangelistic  Center.  This  was  one  of  three  preaching  points 
pastored  by  Reverend  F.  W.  Colbaugh.  The  Center  was  an 
outreach  ministry  to  servicemen  and  was  closed  shortly  after  the 
end  of  the  Second  World  War. 
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On  the  evening  preceding  the  District  organizational  meeting, 
a  rally  was  held  under  the  leadership  of  Reverend  L.  D.  Doss  of 
Charlotte.  Reverend  Roy  Mullins  of  Morganton  opened  the  meeting 
with  prayer.  Testimonies  were  an  important  part  of  every 
Pentecostal  meetmg  m  those  days,  so  Reverend  John  F.  Slye  of 
Wmdsor  was  asked  to  lead  that  part  of  the  service.  Reverend  D. 
B.  Lawrence    led    the  singing.      Special  music  followed  durmg 

"Testimonies  were  an  important  part  of  every 
Pentecostal  meeting  in  those  days.  .  . " 

and  after  the  offering.  Announcements  are  always  necessary  and 
time  was  given  for  such  before  a  ladies  trio  consistmg  of  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Haydus,  Mrs.  L.  N.  Colbaugh  and  Mrs.  F.  W.  Colbaugh  sang. 
Rev.  J.  Edward  Garns  of  Edenton  mtroduced  the  evening  speaker, 
Reverend  E.  F.  M.  Staudt,   Superintendent  of  the  Potomac  District. 

Reverend  Staudt  was  openly  opposed  to  the  formation  of  a  new 
District.  In  a  letter  to  the  General  Secretary  of  the  General  Council 
dated  July  20,  1944,    Reverend  F.  W.  Colbaugh  writes: 
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"I  do  know,  however,  that  Brother  Staudt,  Potomac  District 
Superintendent,  was  much  opposed  to  the  new  District.  He 
expressed  himself  freely  while  here,  and  his  dissatisfaction 
was  evident  in  his  message  in  the  opening  fellowship 
service. " 

Fellowship  was  deeply  needed  and  sought  after  by  these 
Pentecostal  pioneers.  They  were  very  much  alone  in  their 
respective  harvest  fields.  The  Pentecostal  blessing  was  a 
controversial  subject  among  mainline  churches.  Fellowship 
gatherings  were  like  an  oasis  in  the  desert  and  ministers  placed  a 
high  value  on  them. 

The  Tuesday  evening  rally  renewed  acquaintances,  strengthened 
the  weary,  and  united  hearts  in  anticipation  of  what  would  be  a 
remarkable  day  for  the  Assemblies  of  God  mmisters  m  North 
Carolma. 
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Lloyd  and  Nita  Colbaugh  arrived  in  Lexington  eight  days 
after  their  wedding.  The  Potomac  District  had  given  them 
$300.00  to  pioneer  Bethel  Chapel. 

Their  first  location  was  a  rented  storefront  -  a  former 
funeral  parlor.  The  newlyweds  made  their  first  home  in  the 
back  of  the  store,  moving  out  bottles  of  embalming  fluid  and 
burial  shrouds.  They  had  a  double  mattress  on  a  single  frame 
and  a  pot-belly  stove  without  a  door.  They  had  no  contacts 
or  congregation,  only  the  call.  A  shoe-shine  boy  was  their 
first  contact.  .  .  his  family  their  first  parishioners. 

In  1945,  land  was  purchased  and  work  begun  on  a  block 
building.  Brother  Colbaugh  was  assisted  by  fellow  pioneer 
Verne  MacKinney,  from  Salisbury.  Neither  man  had  laid 
block  before,  but  that  did  not  stop  them  from  ordering 
materials  and  pouring  footings.  When  the  supplier  arrived 
with  the  second  load  of  block,  he  could  see  that  the  preachers 
were  in  trouble.  He  stayed  for  about  an  hour  and  taught 
them  the  basics.  The  church  was  completed,  along  with  a  tiny 
parsonage. 

The  Colbaughs  left  Lexington  in  1947.  Their  income 
averaged  $7.50  per  week,  but  rewards  are  not  always 
measured  in  dollars.  Those  three  years  of  foundational  labor 
are  fondly  remembered  and  in  Lexington,  a  church  continues 
the  work.  The  Colbaughs  continue  in  ministry  and  the  shoe- 
shine  boy  grew  up  to  be  .  .  .   a  preacher. 
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On  Wednesday,  June  7,  1944,  the  Evangelistic  Center  opened 
at  8:00  A.M.  for  prayer.  At  9:00  A.M.,  the  first  business  session 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  new  District  Council  was  opened  with 
a  devotional  service.  Reverend  Verne  B.  MacKinney  of  Salisbury 
led  in  songs  of  praise,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  Reverend  E.  F. 
M.  Staudt.  Reverend  D.  B.  Lawrence  of  Wanchese  read  a  passage 
of  scripture  and  the  host  pastor,  Reverend  F.  W.  Colbaugh,  made 
announcements  for  the  day    and  the  process  began. 

Reverend  Staudt,  though  opposed  to  the  action,  was  elected  to 
serve  as  temporary  chairman  for  the  business  sessions.  Reverend 
F.  W.  Colbaugh  was  selected  to  act  as  temporary  secretary.  A 
committee,  appomted  at  the  Edenton  meeting,  brought  a  proposed 
constitution  and  by-laws  to  the  floor.  The  constitution  was  adopted. 

A  committee  was  selected  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  the  state 
mto  various  sections.  It  included  Reverends  Slye,  Garns,  Doss, 
MacKinney  and  Mullins.  Thus  the  morning  session  ended  having 
fulfilled  the  primary  purpose  of  the  meeting.  The  newly  formed 
District  Council  adjourned  to  reconvene  in  the  afternoon. 
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Much  work  and  effort  had  to  be  carefully  packed  into  a  limited 
time  frame  to  accomplish  the  full  agenda  of  the  new  Council.  The 
afternoon  session  opened  with  the  temporary  chairman  calling  for 
the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  opening  session.  The  report  of 
the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  the  state  into  sections 
was  then  heard.  Reverend  MacKrnney  presented  the  report.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  District  should  be  divided  into  five  sections  known 
as: 


1.)  Western:  including  that  part  of  the  state  lying  west  of  the  eastern 
boundaries  of  Allegheny,  Wilkes,  Alexander,  Burk  and  Cleveland  Counties. 

2.)  Piedmont:  including  that  part  of  the  state  lying  between  the  eastern 
boundaries  of  the  above  named  counties  and  the  eastern  boundaries  of 
Caswell,  Orange,  Chatham,  Lee,  Moore  and  Richmond  Counties. 

3,)  Northeastern:  including  that  part  of  the  state  lying  north  of  the 
Southern  boundaries  of  Durham,  Granville,  Franklin,  Nash,  Wilson,  Greene, 
Pitt,  Beaufort,  and  Pamlico  Counties,  and  west  of  the  eastern  boundaries  of 
those  listed  below. 

4.)  Southeastern:  including  that  part  of  state  bounded  on  the  west  by  the 
eastern  boundaries  of  the  above  named  counties. 

5.)  Cape:  which  should  include  Currituck,  Dare,  Hyde,  and  Carteret 
Counties. 
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The  sound  of  a  pickup  truck  breaks  the  predawn  stillness 
in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains.  The  man  behind  the  wheel 
knows  every  hill  and  hollow.  Folks  around  here  call  him  the 
Mountain  Chief  Before  the  day  is  done,  he  will  work  his 
apple  orchards,  oversee  a  church  construction  project  and 
carry  on  the  work  of  a  pastor.  He's  one  of  the  busiest  men 
in  the  mountains,  hut  he's  never  in  a  hurry.  He's  the 
Mountain  Chief ;   a  living  legend. 

Fred  Sorrells  was  bom  October  25,  1914.  In  1928,  he 
was  saved  at  the  Wells  Grove  Baptist  Church  and  began 
serving  God  as  a  teenage  youth  leader.  In  1932,  while 
serving  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent  at  the  Baptist 
church,  Fred  was  baptized  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  From  that 
point  on  he  ''stuck  out  like  a  sore  thumb".  It  was  time  to 
leave  the  Baptist  church.  He  joined  the  Assemblies  in  1939, 

His  name  appears  on  the  original  petition  for  the 
formation  of  the  District  in  1941.  Brother  Sorrells  has 
pastored  six  churches  and  built  seven.  He  also  built  the 
Western  Camp  at  Cullasaja.  His  service  as  a  presbyter  is 
unparalleled  in  District  history.  .  .  45  years  (1945- 1990). 
The  Mountain  Chief  loves  to  see  things  grow  .  .  .  the 
orchards,  the  churches,  the  campgrounds.  When  he's  gone 
he  will  be  remembered  best  for  investing  his  life  in  people. 

The  Mountain  Chief  drives  on  in  the  predawn  stillness  - 
much  work  to  be  done  before  the  setting  of  the  sun. 
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The  next  matter  of  business  concerned  the  bylaws  which,  after 
proper  consideration,  were  presented,  amended,  and  passed.  Loren 
D.  Doss  and  D.  Ward  Loughlin  were  appointed  by  the  temporary 
chairman  to  serve  as  a  roster  committee.  A  unique  resolution  was 
passed  granting  ministers'  wives  the  privilege  to  vote.  The  report 
of  the  roster  committee  revealed  that  there  were  ten  ordained  and 
twelve  licensed  ministers  present.  Eleven  delegates,  two  ministers' 
wives  who  did  not  have  credentials,  and  fourteen  visitors  brought 
the  total  attendance  to  forty-nine. 

".  .  .  on  the  sixth  electoral  ballot,  John  E  Slye  was 
elected  to  serve  as  North  Carolina's  first  District 
Superintendent " 

The  council  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  with  the 
first  ballot  being  cast  for  the  office  of  District  Superintendent. 
Reverends  Gams,  Slye,  Doss  and  Mullins  were  nominated.  Voting 
contmued  to  the  sixth  electoral  ballot  when  John  F.  Slye  was 
elected  to  serve  as  North  Carolina's  first  District  Superintendent. 
Ballots  were    then    cast  for  the  nomination  of  District  Secretary- 
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Treasurer.  Those  nominated  were  J.  Edward  Garns,  Roy  Mullins, 
D.  B.  Lawrence,  Loren  D.  Doss  and  F.  Wildon  Colbaugh.  Brother 
Colbaugh  was  unanimously  elected  to  the  office  of  Secretary- 
Treasurer  becoming  the  first  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  North 
Carolina  District  Council  of  the  Assemblies  of  God. 

Elections  were  continued  and  J.  Edward  Garns  and  Loren  D. 

Doss  were  nominated  for  the  office  of  General  Presbyter.    Loren 

Doss  was  elected.      Sectional  Presbyters  were  then  elected  as 

follows: 

Cape  Section  David  B.  Lawrence 

Northeastern  Section  J.  Edward  Garns 

Southeastern  Section  James  E.  Porter 

Piedmont  Section  Verne  B.  MacKinney 

Western  Section  Roy  Mullins 

Acceptance  speeches  were  then  received  from  each  newly 
elected  presbyter.  The  Executive  and  the  Presbytery  were  now  in 
place  and  attention  was  focused  on  the  important  matter  of 
expanding  ministry. 
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Our  first  District  Superintendent  was  born  September  15, 
J 879.  John  F.  Slye  was  a  man  of  great  wisdom.  He  didn't 
enter  the  ministry  until  he  was  in  his  late  thirties,  yet  he  built 
or  rebuilt  fourteen  churches  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North 
Carolina.  He  pastored  before  he  held  credentials  and  was 
ordained  in  1927  in  the  Potomac  District  A  tireless  worker, 
Brother  Slye  organized  his  last  church  at  age  seventy-four.  He 
was  a  true  pioneer,  working  night  shift  in  order  to  do  the  work 
of  the  ministry  through  the  day. 

Brother  Slye  fs  son  remembers  the  pioneer  days.  "We  started 
the  church  in  Pine  Grove  on  a  Sunday  night  We  were 
meeting  in  an  abandoned  school  building  lit  by  kerosene 
lanterns.  The  only  ones  there  were  Mom,  Dad  and  us  six  kids. 
Outside  the  windows  two  coon  hunters  listened  in.  They  heard 
shouting  as  my  parents  praised  God.  They  spread  a  rumor 
that  crazy  people  were  meeting  in  the  abandoned  school  -  the 
next  Sunday  night  the  church  was  full. " 

In  his  final  years,  Brother  Slye  lived  in  Arlington,  Virginia. 
His  sons  often  took  him  out  on  drives  around  the  Washington, 
DC  area.  He  saw  the  young  children  playing  in  the 
neighborhoods;  and  his  heart  was  touched  .  ,  .  "We  need  to 
start  a  Sunday  school  here, "  he  would  say.  Even  in  his  late 
eighties  his  passion  for  souls  did  not  wane.  He  died  January 
25,  1970  at  the  age  of  ninety. 
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From  its  inception,  the  North  Carolina  District  demonstrated  a 
great  burden  for  reaching  the  lost.  Loren  Doss  led  the  council  in 
pledging  funds  for  Home  Missions.  A  goal  of  $1,000.00  was 
established  and  pledges  taken  that  afternoon  surpassed  the  goal. 

Camp  Meetings  played  a  vital  role  in  the  early  days. 
Pentecostal  believers  were  few  in  number  and  scattered  across  a 
radius  of  seven  hundred  miles.  Needing  fellowship  with  fellow 
Pentecostals,  ministers  and  laymen  alike  looked  forward  to  Camp 
Meetmg.  An  announcement  was  made  concerning  the  Camp 
Meeting  to  be  held  at  Windsor  in  August.  Reverend  W.  F.  Duncan 
was  announced  as  the  speaker  and  the  meeting  adjourned.    At  the 

'There  would  be  no  turning  back!       Seizing  the 
challenge  .  .  .    they  would  never  let  go!" 

end  of  the  day  the  North  Carolina  District  Council  consisted  of 
twenty-nine  charter  members. 
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Due  to  much  prayer,  exceptional  leadership,  and  foresight,  the 
organizational  meeting  of  the  North  Carolma  District  completed  an 
mcredible  volume  of  work  m  a  short  time.  As  American  soldiers 
dug  mto  the  beaches  and  hillsides  of  Normandy,  having  taken  back 
captive  soil,  a  small  but  mighty  force  left  the  Evangelistic  Center 
that  evening  havmg  won  a  great  victory.  There  would  be  no 
tummg  back.  .  .  seizing  the  challenge,   they  would  never  let  go! 
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Chapter  3 


The  Early  Years 


On  Tuesday,  June  12,  1945,  the  First  Annual  District  Council 
convened  at  Glad  Tidings  Church  in  Dunn.  After  a  morning 
devotional,  Superintendent  John  F.  Slye  called  the  first  session  to 
order.  The  minutes  of  the  organizational  convention,  held  on  June 
7,  1944,  were  read.    The  roster  committee  made  its  first  report 
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listing  eight  ordained  ministers,  thirteen  licensed  ministers,  one 
exhorter,  ten  church  delegates,  and  eight  visitors. 

The  Superintendent  reported  to  the  Council  concerning  his  his 
first  year  of  ministry  for  the  District.  He  stated  that  he  had 
traveled  approximately  9,290  miles.  He  sounded  a  note  of  victory 
in  that  seven  new  churches  had  been  added  to  the  church  list  in  the 
inaugural  year.    The  twenty-nine  churches  were  as  follows: 


Asheville:    Full  Gospel  Assembly 
Askewville:  Bethel  Pentecostal  Assembly 
Avon:  Assembly  of  God 
Buxton:    Cape  Hatteras  Full  Gospel 
Charlotte:    First  Assembly 
Cullasaja:    First  Assembly  of  God 
Dunn:    Glad  Tidings  Church 
Eagle  Mills:    Assembly  of  God 
Edenton:    Full  Gospel  Tabernacle 
Elizabeth  City:    Assembly  of  God 
Frisco:  Assembly  of  God 
Greensboro:    Assembly  of  God 
Glen  Alpine:  Assembly  of  God 
Hatteras:    Assembly  of  God 
Hertford:    Assembly  of  God 
Lexington:    Assembly  of  God 
Morganton:  Second  Assembly  of  God 
Morganton:  Full  Gospel  Assembly 
Mt.  Sinai:  Assembly  of  God 
Ocracoke:  Assembly  of  God 


William  E.  Hadden,  Pastor 
D.  Ward  Loughlin,  Pastor 
Ruth  and  Dorothy  Miner,  Pastors 
Andrew  Stirling,   Pastor 

C.  Stanley  Cooke,  Pastor 
Fred  N.  Sorrells,  Pastor 
James  Parton,  Pastor 

B.  H.  Conant,  Pastor 

D.  B.  Lawrence,  Pastor 

E.  L.  Keefer,  Pastor 

R.  Wade  Edwards,  Pastor 
J.  Edward  Garns,  Pastor 
Frank  W.  Holland,  Pastor 
R.  Wade  Edwards,  Pastor 
Alma  Howell,  Pastor 
Lloyd  N.  Colbaugh,  Pastor 
Frank  W.  Holland,  Pastor 
R.  O.  Brown,  Pastor 
Fred  N.  Sorrells,  Pastor 
Ernest  Ethesridge,  Pastor 
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Perry  town:    Mt.  Olivet  Assembly  Michael  Tichanchuk,  Pastor 

Shulls  Mills:  Assembly  of  God  Arthur  M.  Paschal,  Pastor 
Somers  Grove:  Assembly  of  God 

Raleigh:  Assembly  of  God  Douglas  Carroll,  Pastor 

Statesville:  Little  Brick  Church  B.  H.  Conant,  Pastor 

Valdese:  Assembly  of  God  Ben  Dickson,  Pastor 

Wanchese:  Full  Gospel  Church  Loy  V.  Pierce,  Pastor 

Windsor:  Elizabeth  Assembly  of  God  N.  E.  Haupt,  Pastor 
Winston-Salem:  Calvary  Assembly 


The  ministerial  roll  listed  forty-four  credential  holders.  The 
treasurer's  report  showed  receipts  for  the  year  totaling  $4,076.67 
and  expenditures  of  $2,913.11,  leaving  a  balance  of  $1,163.56. 

Business  resumed  in  the  afternoon  with  testimonies  and  words 
of  encouragement.  Further  reports  were  heard  and  resolutions  were 
adopted.  The  afternoon  session  then  adjourned  and  special 
emphasis  was  given  to  the  Servicemen's  Department  in  an  evening 
service. 

Business  continued  on  Wednesday  morning.  Reports  received 
included  that  of  the  Sunday  School,  Reading  Course,  and  Women's 
Missionary  Council.  The  report  of  the  Credentials  Committee  was 
then  received  and  the  council  adjourned  for  lunch. 
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America  was  afar  away  land  of  fortune  for  a  sixteen  year- 
old  boy  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  In  J 929,  Andrew  Stirling  set 
sail  for  the  land  of  opportunity.  He  never  forgot  his  mother's 
farewell  on  the  windy  docks  as  the  ship  put  to  sea. 

Traveling  to  Akron,  Ohio  to  live  with  his  older  brother, 
Robert,  he  found  employment  at  a  supermarket  A  lady  known 
as  "Aunt  Jessie"  took  notice  of  him  on  the  job.  She  invited  him 
to  a  gospel  meeting.  At  the  meeting  he  found  his  fortune. 
Andrew  Stirling  received  Christ 

After  graduation  from  Central  Bible  Institute  in  1937,  he 
arrived  at  Cape  Hatteras.  There  he  met  Doris  Jennette,  who 
he  married.  They  had  two  children  Beanie  and  Baxter.  Rev. 
Stirling  was  a  popular  young  minister  with  tremendous 
oratorical  skills.  Be  held  the  congregation  of  the  Buxton 
church  captive  with  his  Scottish  brogue. 

The  1946  District  Council  changed  his  address  and  his  life. 
At  32  years  of  age,  he  was  elected  to  serve  as  North 
Carolina's  second  District  Superintendent.  For  fifteen  years 
he  lead  the  District  Bis  leadership  abilities  and  preaching 
skills  placed  him  in  demand  across  the  state  and  the  nation. 

Upon  his  sudden  death  in  1961,  he  was  buried  in  Buxton. 
Bis  body  lies  next  to  his  brother's.  Robert's  gravestone  is 
inscribed,  "Brother  of  Andrew. "  Robert  Imew  that  Andrew 
was  a  gift  .  .  .  a  gift  from  Glasgow. 
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The  afternoon  session  opened  after  a  song  and  prayer  with  the 
final  report  of  the  roster  committee  listing  fifty-five  ministers  and 
delegates.  Business  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers.  Reverend 
John  F.  Slye  was  reelected  as  District  Superintendent  and  Reverend 
F.  W.  Colbaugh  was  reelected  as  Secretary-Treasurer.  Reverend 
Andrew  Stirling  was  then  elected  to  serve  as  General  Presbyter. 
The  election  of  sectional  presbyters  proceeded  with  the  following 
results: 

Cape  Section  Andrew  Stirling 

Northeastern  Section  D.  W.  Loughlin 

Southeastern  Section  Harry  Rupp 

Piedmont  Section  F.  W.  Colbaugh 

Western  Section  Fred  Sorrells 

The  afternoon  business  session  concluded  and  the  council  day 
ended  with  an  evening  service. 

The  council  opened  Thursday  morning  with  a  devotional  service. 
Andrew  Stirling  brought  a  message,  prayer  was  offered,  and 
Superintendent  Slye  opened  the  business  session.  A  summary 
report  of  missionary  giving  listed  the  ten  leading  Assemblies. 
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They  were  as  follows: 


Buxton,  Cape  Hatteras  Full  Gospel  $409.00 

Avon,  Assembly  of  God  287.14 

Edenton,  Full  Gospel  Tabernacle  147.36 

Wanchese,  Full  Gospel  Assembly  79.50 

Elizabeth  City  Assembly  of  God  74.28 

Charlotte,  First  Assembly  of  God  69.60 

Hatteras,  Assembly  of  God  54.83 

Askewville,  Bethel  Full  Gospel  51.65 

Statesville,  Little  Brick  Church  48.36 

The  missions  report  revealed  total  giving  as  follows: 

Home  Missions  Foreign  Missions 

1943  -  $    769.35  1943  -  $1,642.50 

1944  -     1007.71  1944  -    1,708.41 
Gain  -        238.36  Gain  -         65.91 


F.  W.  Colbough  received  Home  Missions  pledges  of  $2,085.00. 
It  should  be  noted  that  the  men  and  women  present  pledged  to 
Home  Missions  an  amount  equal  to  half  of  the  previous  year's  total 
District  budget.  The  remainder  of  the  morning  was  devoted  to 
resolutions. 
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Thursday  afternoon  the  final  business  session  of  the  First  North 
Carolina  District  Council  concluded  with  praise  and 

"It  should  be  noted  that  the  men  and  women 
present  pledged  to  Home  Missions  an  amount 
equal  to  half  of  the  previous  year's  total  District 
budget " 

thanksgiving.  The  first  year  was  marked  by  stability  and  clarity 
of  vision.  In  chosing  John  F.  Slye  to  serve  as  District 
Superintendent,  the  constituency  had  set  a  steady  course. 
Superintendent  Slye  was  a  pioneer  pastor  at  heart.  He  applied  the 
wisdom  used  to  pioneer  a  church  to  pioneer  the  North  Carolina 
District.  Though  his  tenure  was  short,  his  contribution  to  the 
North  Carolina  District  Council  was  significant. 

The  Annual  North  Carolina  District  Council  was  held  in 
Franklin,  July  16-19,  1946.  Andrew  Stirling  succeeded  John  Slye 
in  the  office  of  District  Superintendent. 
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A  special  love  offering  was  received  in  the  amount  of  $75.07  for 
the  outgoing  Superintendent.  The  office  of  District  Secretary- 
Treasurer  was  divided  into  two  offices.  J.  Edward  Garns  was 
elected  District  Secretary  and  C.  Stanley  Cooke  was  elected  District 
Treasurer.    Sectional  Presbyters  elected  to  serve  for  the  year  were: 


Western  Section  R.  O.  Brown 

Piedmont  Section  C.  Stanley  Cooke, 

Cape  Section  R.  W.  Edwards, 

Northeastern  Section  D.  W.  Loughlin, 

Southeastern  Section  Douglas  Carroll 


"A  special  love  offering  was  received  in  the 
amount  of  $75.07  for  the  outgoing 
Superintendent " 

Nominations  were  then  made  for  the  office  of  Christ's 
Ambassadors  President,  resulting  in  the  election  of  Michael 
Tichanchuk. 
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HE  DIED  IN  INDIA 

The  Glad  Tidings  Church  in  Dunn  has  a  rich  Pentecostal 
heritage.  The  1950's  brought  many  great  pastors  and 
missionaries  to  the  small  town  pulpit  Emphasis  is  often 
placed  on  the  pulpit  to  the  neglect  of  those  who  fill  the  pews. 
Q.  W,  Godwin's  story  cannot  be  overlooked.  In  an  era  where 
laymen  rarely  saw  the  mission  fields  they  prayed  for  and 
gave  to,   Brother  Godwin  broke  convention. 

He  lived  in  Dunn  with  his  wife,  Hattie,  and  their  six 
children.  Three  sisters,  Mabel,  Marie,  and  Gamett,  lived 
nearby,  and  all  attended  Glad  Tidings.  He  was  well  known 
around  town  as  the  owner  of  Godwin  Construction.  He  was 
better  known  as  a  cornerstone  member  at  Glad  Tidings 
Church. 

Exposure  to  the  variety  of  visiting  ministries  gave  Brother 
Godwin  a  special  interest  in  missions.  He  carried  a  geniune 
concern  for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wade  Edwards,  missionaries  to 
India.  He  faithfully  supported  the  Edwards  as  they  wrote 
missionary  history  in  that  darkened  land  The  opportunity 
came  for  him  to  see  the  field.  On  January  6,  1971,  he 
departed  for  India. 

In  Shencottah,  India  he  saw  churches  and  missions  work 
that  benefited  from  his  generosity  and  obedience  to  the  Lord. 
He  experienced  the  joy  of  seeing  the  fruit  that  grows  in  the 
fertile  soil  of  generosity.  After  16  days  in  India,  Brother 
Godwin  suffered  a  fatal  heart  attack  and  went  to  be  with 
Christ.  His  body  was  returned  to  Dunn  where  his  heart  had 
responded  to  the  call  to  missions.  His  testimony  lives  on  in 
a  continuing  outreach  on  that  field. 
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A  resolution  was  then  passed  to  purchase  a  district  parsonage 
for  the  District  Superintendent. 

Ordained  to  the  ministry  were:  A.  M.  Paschal,  Lloyd  N. 
Colbaugh,  Michael  Tichanchuk,  Loy  V.  Pierce  and  B.  Harold 
Conant. 

A  new  work  at  Barbourtown  was  added  to  the  church  list. 
Greensboro  almost  doubled  its  membership  in  twelve  months. 
Total  receipts  of  $7,340.68  were  recorded  with  disbursements  of 
$7,273.15.  Secretarial  records  list  fifty-one  ministers  for  the  year, 
an  increase  of  seven. 

A  summary  of  the  Third  District  Council,  held  in  Statesville, 
records  pioneer  efforts  being  launched  in  Franklin,  Reidsville, 
Winton,  Tunis,  Ahoskie,  Manteo  and  Belmont. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Raymond  Hoggard,  Sr.  a  church  was 
purchased  near  Aulander  to  house  the  Ebenezer  Assembly  of  God. 
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Reidsville  Pleasant  View  purchased  a  building  site  for  both  church 
and  parsonage.  Frisco  purchased  a  new  building  site  and  a  new 
church  was  under  construction  at  Valdese.  The  Windsor  Camp  was 
also  enlarged.  The  1946-47  council  year  concluded  with  58 
ministers  holding  credentials  with  the  North  Carolina  District. 

"These  were  frontier  "boom  town"  days  in 
Pentecostal  missions  work.  The  bi-vocational 
pastor  was  more  the  rule  than  the  exception. " 

Churches  were  springing  up  from  tent  crusades,  cottage  prayer 
meetings,  and  open-air  evangelism.  Some  flourished  and  put  down 
roots  that  support  strong  ministries  today.  A  number  closed  as 
quickly  as  they  opened. 

These  were  frontier  "boom  town"  days  in  pentecostal  missions 
work.  The  bi-vocational  pastor  was  more  the  rule  than  the 
exception.  A  total  of  thirty  churches  were  listed  at  the  adjournment 
of  the  council.  J.  Edward  Garns  resigned  as  District  Secretary  in 
August  and  B.  Harold  Conant  filled  the  vacancy.     The  following 
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served  as  District  Officers: 

District  Superintendent  A  ndrew  Stirling 

District  Secretary-Treasurer  B.  H.    Conant 

Sunday  School  Representative  D.  Ward  Loughlin 

C.  A.    President  Violet  Bluhm 

W.  M.  C.    President  Mrs.  Andrew  Stirling 

Total  income  for  the  District  was  $10,668.61  and  the 
disbursements  for  the  year  totaled  $7,837.86. 

The  Fourth  Annual  District  Council  convened  in  Edenton,  March 
2-4,  1948.  Reverend  Gayle  F.  Lewis,  Assistant  General 
Superintendent  of  the  Assemblies  of  God  was  the  special  speaker. 
Superintendent  Stirling  was  returned  to  office  for  a  two-year  term 
and  Reverend  B.  H.  Conant  was  elected  to  serve  as  District 
Secretary-Treasurer.    Others  elected  to  office  were: 

General  Presbyter  R.  S.  Berg 

Christ's  Ambassadors  President  L.  B.  Dickson,  Jr. 

Sunday  School  Representative  Violet  Bluhm 

Reverend  Glen  Lawrence  was  ordained  during  the  Council. 
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Superintendent  Stirlings  address  to  the  Council  at  Edenton  in 

March  of  1948  captures  the  passion  that  marked  the  early  years. 

"There  remaineth  yet  very  much  land  to  be  possessed, 
(Joshua  13:1).  Over  three  million  seven  hundred  thousand 
people  are  yet  unreached  in  this  state  with  the  message  of 
our  church.  There  are  about  eighty  counties  in  the  state 
without  an  A  ssemblies  of  God  church  or  resident  minister, 
not  one  strong  A  ssembly  in  the  industrial  area  of  our  state 
and  only  one  active  minister  for  each  one  hundred  thousand 
population.  Practically  nowhere  has  the  A  ssemblies  of  God 
a  greater  challenge  nor  a  greater  opportunity  than  in  North 
Carolina.  It  yet  remains  to  be  seen  what  we  will  do  with 
this  opportunity. 

I  have  spared  neither  home,  friendship  or  any  other  tie  in 
order  that  the  District  of  North  Carolina  may  prosper  and 
progress  under  the  blessing  and  guidance  of  God.  A  central 
District  Headquarters,  a  greater  Home  Missions  vision 
among  our  ministers  and  lay  members,  anew  church  started 
by  every  organized  church  in  the  district  and  a  hundred 
percent  cooperation  from  every  minister  should  be  among 
the  "musts"  for  1948  and  the  district  year.  Can  North 
Carolina  depend  on  you  to  do  your  part?  Will  you  take 
your  place  in  a  united  effort  for  Christ  and  souls?  Our 
greatest  need  is  consecrated  men  and  women  willing  to 
work  for  God.    Will  you  heed  the  call?" 
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The  following  report  was  received  at  the  first  District 
Council  in  June  of  1945: 


FUND 
District  Office 
Home  Missions 
Sunday  School 
C.  A.  Dept. 
Totals 


RECEIPTS 
$2224.90 
$1637.58 
$  38.47 
$  173.72 
$4076.67 


EXPENSES 
$1975.27 
$  791.04 
$  31.13 
$  115.67 
$2913.11 


Total  Balance  on  hand:      $1,163.56 
Per  capita  giving  by  all  credentialed  ministers:   $46.76 


ANALYSIS  OF  DISTRICT  EXPENDITURES 


Superintendent's  Allowance 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Superintendent's  Expense 
Equipment 
Office  Supplies 
Presbyters'  Travel 
Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Secretary's  Travel 
"Cup"  Advertisement 


$  1,125.00 
$  300.00 
$  161.58 
$  114.23 
$  113.85 
$  76.00 
$  48.44 
$  18.17 
18.00 


$ 


Total 


$  1,975.27 
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In  keeping  with  the  Superintendent's  call  to  "take  the  land",  the 
most  sought  after  speakers  of  the  day  were  invited  to  District 
Councils.  The  following  is  a  list  of  dates,  locations  and  speakers 
for  District  Councils  in  the  fifties.  Please  note  that  no  records  are 
available  for  Council  years  1955  and  1957. 


April  24-26,  1950 
April  19-21,  1951 
April  22-24,  1952 
April  22-24,  1953 
April  28-30,  1954 
April  25-27,  1956 
April  25-27,  1958 
April  25-27,  1959 


Elizabeth  City 

Reidsville 

Dunn 

Buxton 

Greensboro 

Durham 

Gastonia 

Burlington 


Rev.  Wilfred  Brown 
Rev.  Wilfred  Brown 
Rev.  Ralph  Riggs 
Rev.  Fred  Vogler 
Rev.  Gayle  Lewis 
Rev.  J.  O.  Savell 
Rev.  T.  F.  Zimmerman 
Rev.  Charles  Scott 


During  these  years  the  following  changes  were  made  in  district 
offices: 


C.  R.  VanDalen 
R.  O.  Brown 
Mrs.  C.  R.  VanDalen 
James  Anderson 
Carl  F.  Usher 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Amerine 
Violet  Bluhm 
Fenton  Jones 
Mrs.  R.  O.  Brown 


General  Presbyter    1951 
General  Presbyter  1952-1953 
W.  M.  C.  President,  1952-1953 
C.    A.  President    1953-54 
General  Presbyter  1954-57 
W.  M.  C.  President  1954 
C.  A.  President  1954-56 
Secretary -Treasurer  1954-61 
W.  M.  C.  President  1955-56 
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Mrs.  E.  G.  Burroughs 
Fenton  Jones 
Fred  Sorrells 
Carl  Usher 
Gardner  Altman 
Fenton  Jones 
Andrew  Stirling 
Fred  Leader 
Andrew  Stirling 
Robert  Palmer 
Fred  Leader 
Mrs.  Andrew  Stirling 


W.  M.  C.  President  1957-58 
Sunday  School  Director  1956-60 
Western  General  Presbyter  1 956-60 
Missions  Secretary  1954-56 
C.  A.  President  1956-58 
C.  A.  President,  1958-60 
Missions  Secretary  1957-61 
Eastern  General  Presbyter  1959-62 
Revivaltime  Rep.    1957-61 
Eastern  General  Presbyter  1957-59 
Men's  Director  1958-60 
W.  M.  C.  President,  1958-63 


The  forties  and  fifties  in  the  North  Carolina  District  were  years 
of  hard  labor  and  sacrifice.  In  order  to  conserve  on  transportation, 
Reverend  Fred  Sorrells  would  drive  his  car  across  the  state  from 
West  to  East  picking  up  presbyters  on  the  way  to  presbyter 
meetings. 

Brotherly  fellowship  was  a  precious  commodity  in  those  days. 
Sectional  fellowship  meetings  were  held  monthly  to  promote 
various  departments  of  the  District.  A  meal  was  often  served  by 
the  host  church.  Sacrificial  giving  of  money  and  time  was  common 
District-wide. 
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Fred  Sorrells  relates  how  God  provided  for  their  needs  while 
building  the  church  in  Franklin.  Labor  was  donated  by  the  men  in 
the  church.  They  went  into  the  woods  and  cut  their  own  timber. 
It  was  agreed  that  they  would  build  on  a  pay-as-you-go  basis.  The 
men  began  the  project  trusting  God  to  provide.  At  a  critical  point, 
the  funds  were  depleted.  Pastor  Sorrells  called  a  prayer  meeting 
for  the  men.  They  prayed  with  fervency  and  as  they  were  about  to 
say  Amen,  a  messenger  arrived.  Mrs.  Sorrells  had  sent  an  envelope 
that  had  been  posted  to  the  parsonage.  The  envelope  contained  one 
thousand  dollars.  After  much  rejoicing,  materials  were  purchased 
and  the  work  was  carried  out  to  completion. 

Many  other  stories  could  be  written  of  sacrifice  and  triumph  in 
the  formative  years  of  the  North  Carolina  District.  From  the 
mountains  to  the  eastern  shore,  churches  were  carved  out  of  the 
land  as  faithful  pioneers  labored  in  difficult  fields.  Pastors, 
evangelists,  and  dedicated  laymen  laid  a  strong  foundation.  They 
must  not  be  forgotten.  As  a  result  of  their  faithfulness,  the  North 
Carolina  District  was  poised  and  ready  for  an  incredible  explosion 
of  church  growth  in  the  sixties.     Troubling  changes  were  occuring 
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in  the  nation.   The  strength  of  the  foundation  laid  in  the  early  years 
was  about  to  be  tested. 
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Chapter  4 


Change 


It  seemed  that  winds  of  change  were  blowing  at  hurricane  force 
in  the  early  60's.  A  social  revolution  was  changing  the  face  of 
America.  The  face  of  the  North  Carolina  District  changed  too. 
Having  been  lead  for  fifteen  years  by  one  man,  the  District  would 
move  forward  under  the  leadership  of  three  Superintendents  in  the 
60's.  In  1960,  there  were  81  Assemblies  of  God  churches  and  122 
credential  holders  in  North  Carolina. 
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In  1959,  the  cover  of  an  edition  of  the  Pentecostal  Evangel 
featured  pictures  of  Andrew  Stirling,  Fenton  Jones,  and  Tom 
Whidden,  against  the  backdrop  of  the  new  Concord/First  Assembly. 
The  bold  headline  trumpeted  the  phenomenal  growth  of  the  district: 

"60  New  Churches  in  North  Carolina". 

North  Carolina  churches  in  Washington,  Kannapolis, 
Albemarle,  Angier  and  Concord  were  featured  in  an  article  that 
stressed  the  pioneer  spirit  of  the  District.  In  the  article, 
Superintendent  Andrew  Stirling  said,  "An  amazing  factor 
concerning  our  pioneers  is  that  they  accepted  a  challenge  from  a 
small  District  that  could  offer  them  nothing  but  opportunity." 
Brother  Stirling  stirred  passion  in  the  hearts  of  young  ministers. 

In  late  February  1961,  Superintendent  Stirling  was  in 
Springfield,  Missouri  fulfilling  his  duties  as  an  Executive  Presbyter 
for  the  southeast  region.  Before  returning  to  Dunn,  he  stopped  in 
Atlanta  to  preach  at  Faith  Memorial  Assembly  of  God.  Brother 
Stirling  preached  about  heaven.     Church  secretary,  Mrs.  W.   S. 
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Devault  said,  "It  seems  like  he  preached  his  own  funeral.  He  said 
that  Jesus  was  the  open  door  to  Heaven.  He  talked  about  the  glory 
of  Heaven  and  what  a  wonderful  place  it  was." 

People  responded  at  the  altars  and  in  a  prayer  room.  As 
Brother  Stirling  was  praying  with  people,  he  was  stricken  with 
stomach  nausea  and  requested  prayer.  He  was  planning  to  catch 
a  bus  so  that  he  could  be  home  in  the  morning.  He  decided 
instead  that  he  had  better  go  to  the  hospital.  On  the  way  to  the 
hospital,  he  slumped  over  in  the  back  seat.  Andrew  Stirling  died 
of  a  heart  attack  shortly  after  reaching  the  hospital.  Just  hours 
before,  he  had  preached  the  glories  of  Heaven.  The  gates  were 
opened  wide  and  Andrew  Stirling  "walked  right  in". 

District  Secretary -Treasurer  Fenton  Jones  answered  the  phone 
at  his  residence  in  Dunn.  It  was  thirteen-year-old  Baxter  Stirling, 
asking  if  Brother  Jones  could  come  to  the  house  -  they  had  just 
received  the  news. 
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Superintendent  Andrew  Stirling  was  well  acquainted  with 
travel.  Constantly  on  the  move,  he  traveled  by  boat,  car, 
train,  bus  and  plane.  Being  away  from  his  wife  Doris,  two 
children,  and  home  was  too  often  necessary.  The  road  holds 
adventure  for  some,  but  for  Andrew,  it  was  always  good  to 
get  home. 

In  the  fifties,  Brother  Stirling  became  known  as  one  the 
Assemblies'  finest  preachers.  He  was  elected  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  the  General  Council  Executive  Presbytery.  He 
spoke  frequently  at  some  of  the  nations  strongest  churches  as 
well  as  District  and  General  Councils. 

On  Sunday  evening,  February,  26,  1961  he  preached  for 
Rev.  Ralph  Byrd  at  Faith  Memorial  Church  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia.   In  his  sermon,  "The  Open  Door",  he  said: 

"If  I  should  have  any  regret  of  entering  in  that  open  door, 
it  would  be  that  I  would  never  have  need  to  pray  another 
prayer,  nor  cause  to  preach  another  sermon,  nor  chance  to 
lead  another  soul  to  Christ.  When  the  doors  of  Heaven  open 
for  me,  I  am  glad  I  can  walk  right  in. " 

Andrew  Stirling  had  decided  to  travel  by  night  to  make  it 
home  in  the  morning.  On  the  way  to  the  bus  station,  he  was 
stricken  with  a  heart  attack  At  48,  he  died  in  an  Atlanta 
hospital.  He  finished  his  course  and  "walked  right  in"  to 
heaven.  The  road-weary  traveler  was  finally  home.  .  .  home 
in  the  morning. 
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That  night,  all  Sectional  Presbyters  were  called.  They,  in  turn, 
called  every  minister  in  their  respective  sections.  Shock  and 
disbelief  swept  across  the  District.  Andrew  Stirling  was  a 
powerful  leader  and  preacher.    He  would  be  sorely  missed. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  Dunn/Glad  Tidings  Church. 
General  Superintendent  Thomas  F.  Zimmerman,  Assistant  General 
Superintendent  Gayle  F.  Lewis  and  District  General  Presbyter  D. 
Fred  Leader  conducted  the  service.    Fred  Sorrells  had  traveled 

"I've  come  with  him  this  far,  I  can  go  with  him 
a  little  farther. " 

from  Franklin  for  the  service.  He  was  asked  if  he  would  go  to  the 
burial  in  Buxton.  Brother  Sorrells  replied,  "I've  come  with  him  this 
far,  I  can  go  with  him  a  little  farther."  Andrew  Stirling  was  laid 
to  rest  next  to  his  brother. 

The  sudden  passing  of  Brother  Stirling  left  the  North  Carolina 
District  without  a  Superintendent.       At  this  point  there  was  no 
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office  of  Assistant  District  Superintendent.  The  Presbytery  held 
an  emergency  meeting  and  Fenton  Jones  was  instructed  to  open 
and  respond  to  all  District  correspondence.  The  office  of 
Superintendent  remained  vacant  until  the  District  Council  convened 
in  April  1961. 

Prior  to  the  District  Council,  the  Board  of  Presbyters 
appointed  Fenton  Jones  to  fill  the  remaining  year  of  Brother 
Stirling's  unexpired  term.  Reverend  Jones  requested  that  this  action 
be  ratified  by  the  Council. 

When  the  Council  met  at  Raleigh/First  Assembly,  Brother 
Jones'  appointment  was  affirmed  by  his  peers  by  unanimous 
consent.  Now  the  Council  was  without  a  Secretary -Treasurer. 
Reverend  Charles  H.  Cookman,  Pastor  of  Charlotte/Central 
Assembly,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Brother  Cookman  was 
reluctant  to  accept  the  office,  and  stated  that  he  would  have  to  go 
home  and  pray  about  it.  Within  a  stipulated  thirty  day  period,  and 
much  to  his  embarrassment,  he  declined  the  office. 
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It  then  became  necessary  for  the  Board  of  Presbyters  to  appoint 
someone  to  fill  the  office  until  the  Council  convened  in  1962. 
Reverend  William  Swain,  District  Christ's  Ambassador  President 
(Youth  Director),  was  appointed  to  fill  the  office  while  maintaining 
his  youth  responsibilities. 

In  the  1962  District  Council  at  Concord/First  Assembly,  both 
District  offices  were  up  for  election.  Brother  Jones  was  elected 
Superintendent.  Reverend  Tom  Whidden,  Jr.,  Pastor  of 
Concord/First  Assembly,  was  elected  District  Secretary-Treasurer. 
In  later  years,  both  men  would  leave  District  work  for  ministry  in 
local  churches.  They  were  united  again  in  ministry  when  Brother 
Jones  joined  the  staff  of  Concord/First  Assembly  as  a  senior  adult 
pastor.  His  senior  pastor  was  the  man  who  had  worked  for  him 
for  four  years  in  the  District  office;  Tom  Whidden. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Superintendent  Jones,  the  construction 
of  a  District  Headquarters  building  was  nearing  completion.  After 
19  years  in  temporary  quarters,  the  District  finally  moved  into 
permanent  offices  on  310  Edgerton  Street  in  July  1963 
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In  the  early  days  it  was  easy  to  get  in  touch  with  your 
District  leaders,  just  call  them  at  home.    The  District  was 
formed  without  a  home  office  or  city.    The  "office"  was 
wherever  John  Slye  was. 

A  room  in  the  Glad  Tidings  church  basement  in  Dunn, 
became  the  first  official  District  office,  although  the  early 
Superintendents  continued  to  work  out  of  their  homes.  In 
the  50' s  the  office  was  moved  into  rented  space  above  the 
Johnson  Cotton  Company  on  Main  Street.  As  the  District 
neared  its  twentieth  anniversary,  committees  debated  the 
question  of  headquarters  location. 

In  July  of  1963  a  small  lot  was  purchased  on  310 
Edgerton  Street  in  Dunn.  Immediately,  construction  began 
on  a  2300  square  foot  building  modeled  after  District  offices 
in  other  states.  Much  of  the  labor  was  donated.  Rev.  Lester 
Cobb,  pastor  of  West  Asheville  Assembly,  wired  the  building 
just  days  before  his  tragic  murder.  The  new  structure  was 
dedicated  April  29,  1964.  Rev.  A.  A.  Wilson  was  the  guest 
speaker. 

In  1978  a  3700  square  foot  addition  added  a  large 
conference  room  and  new  offices  for  the  Superintendent  and 
Women's  Ministries.  The  early  80 's  saw  the  completion  of  an 
additional  1200  square  feet  of  office  space  and  a  kitchen.  As 
the  District  approaches  it's  fiftieth  anniversary,  committees 
still  debate  the  question  of  headquarters  location. 
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At  the  age  of  forty-four,  Lester  Cobb  was  the  founding  pastor 
of  West  Asheville  Assembly.  He  freely  offered  his  skills  as  an 
electrician  to  the  district  office  project.  While  he  was  in  Dunn 
working  on  the  office,  he  observed  the  hectic  schedule  kept  by 
Superintendent  Jones.  Before  leaving  for  home  at  week's  end, 
Pastor  Cobb  asked  Brother  Jones  a  question  he  has  never  forgotten. 
"Would  you  help  my  family  if  they  needed  you,  Brother  Jones?" 
The  Superintendent  assured  Lester  that  he  would. 

A  devout  and  gentle  man,  he  carried  a  genuine  love  and 
concern  for  people.  On  Sunday  evening,  December  1,  1963,  his 
sermons  notes  reveal  that  he  was  planning  to  preach  from  Joshua 
Chapter  one.  The  message  centered  on  God's  provision  of 
leadership  in  Joshua,  when  Moses  was  taken  home.  He  planned  to 
tell  the  people  that  God  never  calls  anyone  home  without  having 
another  servant  ready  to  fill  the  void.  He  would  never  preach  that 
sermon. 

Brother  Cobb  served  Holy  Communion  to  his  wife  Winnie 
because  she  would  not  be  able  to  attend  the  service.    Mrs.  Cobb 
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remembers  that  Lester  said  "good-bye"  when  he  left.     It  was  not 
something  he  usually  said. 

The  evening  worship  service  began  with  gospel  singing.  The 
rest  of  the  evening  was  chronicled  the  next  day  throughout 
America. 

Without  warning,  an  enraged  exconvict  by  the  name  of  Bailey 
entered  the  church  wielding  a  sawed-off  double  barrelled  shot  gun. 

He  demanded  to  know  the  whereabouts  of  the  woman  he  had 
recently  divorced.  Pastor  Cobb  tried  to  reason  with  the  man  from 
the  platform.  He  stepped  out  from  behind  the  pulpit  and  moved 
toward  the  man.  A  shot  rang  out.  Pastor  Cobb  dropped  to  the 
floor  before  the  shocked  congregation.  He  was  shot  in  the  chest. 
Gasping  for  breath,  his  last  word  was  "Jesus". 

Pastor  Cobb  died  trying  to  protect  Ruby  Bailey,  a  faithful 
church  member.  Ruby  was  on  her  knees  between  the  front  two 
pews.   Her  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Lord  tried  in  vain  to  conceal 
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her.  When  her  exhusband  found  her  hiding  place,  he  shot  and 
killed  her.  Ruby's  blood  ran  toward  the  altar.  He  reloaded  the 
shot  gun.  The  congregation  looked  on  with  horror.  He  turned  and 
and  made  his  way  down  the  aisle  toward  the  door,  when  he  turned 
the  gun  on  himself,  unloaded  both  barrels  into  his  chest  and  died 
instantly. 

Church  members  helplessly  exited  the  basement  sanctuary. 
Blood  and  tissue  covered  the  floor  and  walls.  Beside  the  exit 
hung  a  foreign  missions  poster.  It  read,  "He  gave  His  life  for  you, 
what  will  you  give  in  return?" 

The  next  day,  District  Superintendent  Jones  and  Pastor  Fred 
Sorrells  cleaned  the  floors  and  the  walls.  The  newspaper  and 
television  reporters  made  it  a  lead  story.  The  killings  occurred  one 
week  and  three  days  after  the  assassination  of  President  John  F. 
Kennedy.  A  little  girl  quoted  in  the  newspaper  said,  "I  didn't  know 
President  Kennedy,  but  I  knew  Pastor  Cobb." 

Such  a  violent  tragedy  would  have  been  a  fatal  blow  for  many 
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small  struggling  congregations.  West  Asheville  was  meeting  in 
the  basement  of  their  uncompleted  building.  The  church  had  not 
yet  been  raised  above  ground  level.  How  could  worshippers  come 
back  to  the  scene  of  such  horrifying  carnage?  They  did  come 
back!  The  sacrifice  of  Lester  Cobb  has  not  been  forgotten  at  West 
Asheville  Assembly.  A  strong  congregation  of  several  hundred  is 
lead  by  Pastor  Michael  Brown.  In  1991,  West  Asheville  Assembly 
purchased  90  acres  of  prime  land  for  future  development. 

At  the  1964  District  Council,  a  new  office  was  created.  The 
death  of  Andrew  Stirling  in  1961,  called  attention  to  the  need  for 
an  Assistant  District  Superintendent.  As  the  Council  convened  in 
the  Dunn/Glad  Tiding  Church,  Charles  H.  Cookman  was  elected. 
Brother  Cookman  was  stunned!  Having  resigned  the  office  of 
District  Secretary -Treasurer  in  1961  after  only  thirty  days  of 
service,  Charles  Cookman  was  certain  that  he  would  never  again 
be  elected  to  serve  in  any  District  capacity.  Esther  Cookman 
received  the  news  by  phone.  The  busy  Pastor  of  Charlotte/First 
Assembly  was  about  to  get  busier.  Also  at  the  1964  Council,  a 
young  preacher  by  the  name  of  James  O.  Bakker  was  ordained. 
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Faith  Assembly  in  Greenville  started  with  a  penny! 
The  District's  Women's  Missionary  Council  (WMC) 
called  on  local  ladies  groups  to  hold  penny  collections: 
The  money  raised  by  the  women  was  designated  toward 
home  missions  projects.  Each  year  at  District  Council 
the  groups  cashed  in  the  pennies.  Many  home  and 
foreign  missions  projects  have  benefited  through  this 
simple,  yet  effective  method  of  missions  funding. 

In  1967,  penny  money  was  used  to  purchase  a 
$2,150.00  mobile  home  for  a  pioneer  pastor.  Rev,  and 
Mrs.  Donald  Hicks  were  the  first  to  benefit  from  the 
purchase.  The  WMC  plan  called  for  the  mobile  home  to 
be  used  on  a  two-year  rotating  basis.  The  mobile  home 
was  first  placed  in  Greenville,  a  city  of  30,000  and  the 
home  of  East  Carolina  University. 

At  the  1967  District  Council,  Evangelist  C  M.  Ward 
received  and  offering  of  $1,400.00  in  cash  and  pledges 
to  pay  for  land  for  a  permanent  church  structure  in 
Greenville.  Pastor  Hicks  began  the  new  work  with  a 
home  and  funds  to  purchase  new  church  property. 

On  June  30,  1967  the  tiny  congregation  proceeded 
with  the  construction  of  a  new  church  building. 
Reverend  Raymond  Hoggard,  Jr.  now  pastors  a  thriving 
church  that  got  its  start  with  a  penny. 
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Brother  Jones  continued  as  Superintendent  until  1966.  He 
resigned  that  year  to  assume  the  pastorate  at  Gastonia/Oak  Park 
Assembly.  Ministers  and  delegates  came  the  1966  District  Council 
at  Winston-Salem/First  Assembly   to  elect  a  new  Superintendent. 

On  April  27,  1966,  Charles  H.  Cookman  was  elected  to  fill  the 
office  of  District  Superintendent.  General  Superintendent  Thomas 
F.  Zimmerman  was  the  Council  speaker.  After  the  public 
announcement  of  Brother  Cookman's  election,  Brother  Zimmerman 
took  him  aside  in  a  church  office  and  laid  hands  on  him.  Charles 
Cookman  was  not  at  all  certain  that  he  could  handle  the  job. 
Brother  Zimmerman  offered  encouragement  that  sustained  the 
young  Superintendent.  Again,  Esther  Cookman  received  word  of 
his  election  by  phone.  When  she  arrived  in  Winston-Salem,  she 
also  discovered  that  she  had  been  elected  as  District  Women's 
Missionary  Council  President. 

After  moving  into  the  District  office,  Brother  Cookman  closed 
his  door,  stretched  out  on  the  floor  and  began  to  cry  out  to  God  for 
strength  and  guidance.    The  Lord  gave  him  the  peace  he  sought 
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and  a  new  era  dawned  in  the  history  of  the  North  Carolina  District. 

Superintendent  Cookman  wanted  to  close  the  decade  by 
breaking  the  100  church  barrier.  Accompanied  by  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Tom  Whidden,  they  stormed  across  the  state  preaching, 
praying,  recruiting  and  raising  money.  By  January  1,  1970,  the 
District  had  broken  the  barrier.  Records  show  a  net  gain  of  20 
churches  between  1966  and  1970.  The  increase  was  a 
foreshadowing  of  things  to  come. 
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Chapter  5 


Increase 


The  1970's  began  with  a  focus  on  church  planting  and  church 
growth.  On  New  Year's  Day  District  youth  leaders  were  directing 
a  soul-winning  effort  in  Gastonia.  On  the  second  day  of  1970,  a 
District  work  team  was  in  Rockingham  working  on  the  roof  trusses 
and  completing  the  exterior  of  First  Assembly.  Outreach  and 
church  development  would  show  a  marked  increase  in  the  coming 
decade. 
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On  January  25,  1970,  a  car  left  Dunn  bound  for  Southeastern 
Bible  College  in  Lakeland,  Florida.  Superintendent  Charles 
Cookman,  Secretary-Treasurer  Tom  Whidden  and  District  Youth 
Director   Hubert   Morris   made   the   long  journey   to     enlist 

"On  the  twenty-sixth  anniversary  of  the 
North  Carolina  District,  a  new  generation 
would  respond  to  the  call  of  the  pioneers. 

College  students  for  a  church  planting/soul-winning  outreach 
called  "IMPACT  70".  Charlotte  was  the  target  city  and  June  7 
the  established  date.  On  the  twenty-sixth  anniversary  of  the 
North  Carolina  District,  a  new  generation  would  respond  to  the 
call  of  the  pioneers. 

As  the  District  leadership  departed  for  Lakeland,  a  ninety- 
year-old  man  departed  for  heaven.  Former  District  Superintendent 
John  F.  Slye  slipped  away  .  .  a  hero  of  faith  finished  the  course. 
Sixteen  years  had  passed  since  he  pioneered  his  last  church.  He 
had  entered  many  towns  as  a  stranger,  leaving  behind  a  church 
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and  a  witness.  His  final  destination  would  not  find  him  a 
stranger.  A  new  generation  was  rising  up  to  build  on  his 
foundations.  The  results  of  the  decade  would  stand  as  a  tribute 
to  his  labors. 

District  Superintendent  Charles  Cookman  issued  a  stiff 
challenge  to  the  leadership  of  the  District.  In  the  January,  1970 
edition  of  the  District  Bulletin  he  said: 

"There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  the  key  to 
advancement  is  mobilizing  the  fellowship  and  resources  of 
every  section.  The  potential  for  putting  each  section  on  the 
move  is  enormous,  but  it  will  require  the  participation  of 
every  church  and  pastor.  Our  most  valuable  asset  is  our 
fellowship.  Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  genuine  Christian 
fellowship.  Our  living,  Pentecostal  fellowship  is  the  envy  of 
the  world  and  the  dread  of  the  devil.  When  we  are  truly  a 
fellowship  we  can  do  great  things  for  God.  Godly 
fellowship  enables  us  to  work  toward  the  goal  no  matter 
who  is  in  charge  and  to  insist  that  God  receive  ALL  the 
glory." 

The  Superintendent's  message  was  clear.  If  the  brethren  of  the 
North  Carolina  District  would  band  together,  pray  together,  and 
work  together,  the  1970's  would  be  marked  by  great  increase. 
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The  70's  saw  a  rising  tide  of  protest  from  American  youth. 
Young  people  protested  the  war,  ,  .  they  cast  aside  the  values 
of  their  parents.  .  .  they  embraced  their  own  kind  of  music. 
They  were  a  loud  generation. 

District  Youth  Director  Hubert  Morris  anticipated  the  new 
decade  by  launching  a  soul-winning  effort  in  Wilson,  N.C.  on 
December  29*31,  1969.  This  aggressive  effort  to  enlist  teen- 
agers to  witness  bore  fruit.  More  than  400  homes  were 
touched.    Twenty  people  came  to  Christ 

This  type  of  outreach  was  repeated  on  January  1-4,  1970, 
in  Gastonia,  N.C  One  hundred-eighty  homes  were  touched 
and  seven  people  were  saved.  A  church  was  planted  in 
conjunction  with  the  outreach.  At  the  new  Gastonia  Evangel 
Assembly,  fourteen  visitors  attended  Sunday  School  because 
of  the  efforts  of  christian  teen-agers.  Young  people  were 
winning  the  lost  and  helping  plant  churches  in  a  day  that 
was  typified  by  youthful  rebellion. 

During  the  1971  District  Council,  approval  was  given  for 
the  purchase  of  a  central  youth  camp.  In  the  summer  of 
1977  the  first  Camp  Maranatha  Youth  Camp  was  conducted 
in  Siler  City.  The  Camp  eventually  housed  156  campers  with 
a  dining  hall,  sports  field,  and  swimming  pool 

Speed-the-Light  missions  giving  grew  dramatically 
reaching  a  record  high  $43,211.68  in  1978. 

The  District  Youth  Directors  during  the  70  's  were:  Hubert 
Morris  (1970);     Lee  Russell  (1970-72);    Vender  Murphy 
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On  April  7,  1970,  ministers  from  across  the  state  gathered  at 
First  Assembly  in  Charlotte  for  the  Twenty-Sixth  District  Council. 
As  pastors  and  delegates  entered  the  sanctuary,  they  couldn't  miss 
the  large  banner  stretched  across  the  back  wall  of  the  chancel. 
Twenty-four  inch  letters  made  the  goal  unmistakably  clear.  The 
banner  said, 

"  70  NE  W  CHURCHES  IN  THE  70  'S  ". 

During  the  Council,  Tom  Whidden  announced  his  resignation 
after  serving  eight  years  as  District  Secretary-Treasurer.  Rev. 
Whidden  was  returning  to  Concord/First  Assembly,  the  church  he 
left  for  District  work  in  1962.  The  pastor  he  followed  was  his 
father,  Rev.  L.  T.  Whidden,  Sr.  Hubert  Morris,  District  Youth 
Director,  resigned  to  begin  a  Home  Missions  church  in  Charlotte. 

Facing  a  new  decade  with  new  leadership,  the  Council  began 
the  process  of  election  by  returning  Rev.  Fenton  Jones  to  the  office 
of  Assistant  District  Superintendent.  The  two  vacated  offices  were 
then  brought  before  the  council  for  consideration. 
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Nominations  were  received  for  the  office  of  District  Secretary- 
Treasurer.    The  following  men  were  considered: 

Elwood  Bredbenner 
Paul  Williams 
Wayne  Barkley 
G.W.  Hathcock 
Charles  Kelly 
Charles  Hadden 
Curtis  Butler 
Charlie  Brown 
G.H.  Altman 
Howard  Thompson 
Carl  Conner 
William  Register 
R.O.  Denton 
Howard  Fortenberry 
Ken  Whidden 
L.T.  Whidden,  Sr. 

On  the  third  ballot  Charles  Kelly  was  elected.  He  received  67 
of  the  78  votes  cast.  The  man  who  would  become  North 
Carolina's  fifth  District  Superintendent  entered  District  work  as  the 
Secretary-Treasurer.  He  was  thirty  years  old  and  a  graduate  of 
Southeastern  Bible  College.  Brother  Kelly  had  served  for  four  years 
as  Pastor  of  Avon  Assembly  of  God  before  assuming  the  pastorate 
at  Kinston  Glad  Tidings  Assembly. 
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Lee  Russell  was  elected  to  serve  as  District  Youth  and 
Christian  Education  Director.  Rev.  Russell  was  serving  as  Pastor 
of  Shulls  Mills  Assembly  of  God. 

In  a  resolution  following  the  elections,  the  churches  of  the 
District  were  "urged  to  contribute  a  tithe  of  their  Foreign  Missions 
giving  to  the  District  Home  Missions  program."  The  motion 
passed.  Until  this  time  there  was  no  systematic  financial  plan  for 
Home  Missions  ministry. 

As  the  Council  concluded,  Superintendent  Cookman  called  the 
Council's  attention  to  the  theme  banner,  "70  New  Churches  in  the 
70's".    Brother  Cookman  led  the  Council  in  the  following  pledge: 

"/  will  do  whatever  it  takes  and  whatever  is  required 
of  me  to  achieve  this  goal  for  the  glory  of  God.  " 

Following  the  Council,  there  was  a  flurry  of  church  planting. 
Within  weeks,  the  increase  began  to  be  realized.  New  churches 
were  started  in  the  following  communities: 
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Charlotte  Trinity  Hubert  Morris 

Charlotte  Bible  Norman  "Jack"  Robinson 

Morehead  City  First  Assembly  Archie  York 

Hiddenite  First  Assembly  Robert  Gibson 

Highlands  First  Assembly  Claude  Head 

Manns  Harbor  First  Assembly  Brooks  Stetson 

Asheboro  First  Assembly  Doyle  Crane 

Church  planting  in  the  70's  received  support  from  bible 
colleges  and  youth  groups  through  "IMPACT  TEAM"  ministry. 
These  teams  of  young  people  traveled  to  cities  for  door-to-door 
evangelism,  training,  and  prayer.  Upon  the  completion  of  training 
sessions,  teams  would  go  into  the  community,  handing  out 
literature  concerning  the  new  church.  Services  and  children's 
crusades  were  held  in  the  evening,  featuring  the  ministries  of  the 
team  members  and  special  guests. 

The  Charlotte  "IMPACT"  was  heavily  promoted. 
Superintendent  Cookman  wrote,  "Since  there  are  over  7,000 
Assemblies  people  in  North  Carolina,  we  need  at  least  one  out  of 
every  twenty  to  come  to  Charlotte  and  the  other  19  to  be  involved 
in  sacrificial  giving  and  intensive  prayer." 
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Trinity  Assembly  in  Charlotte  was  the  first  District-wide 
"IMPACT"  project.  Pastor  Howard  Fortenberry  of  First  Assembly 
in  Charlotte  accommodated  nearly  100  young  people  who 
participated. 

The  "IMPACT"  began  with  tragedy.  Former  Secretary-Treasurer 
B.  H.  Conant  was  killed  in  a  tragic  auto  accident  as  he  traveled 
from  Pennsylvania  to  serve  as  an  "IMPACT"  trainer.  Undaunted, 
the  teams  moved  into  the  community.  The  Charlotte  experience 
was  so  successful  that  "IMPACT"  outreaches  were  scheduled  for 
other  cities. 

Training  became  the  dominate  focus  for  ministers  and  churches 
in  the  early  70's.  All  Church  Conventions  were  offered  annually 
to  inspire  workers  in  the  church.  All  District  departments  took  part 
in  the  training. 

On  January  1,  1976,  a  Pioneer  Workers  Seminar  was  established 
to  train  church  planters  and  pastors  leading  small  congregations. 
This  popular  training  seminar  was  an  annual  event  through  1992. 
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The  seventies  featured  many  notable  speakers  at  District  events. 
The  following  is  a  partial  listing: 


1971 

Eastern  Camp 

Karl  Strader 

1971 

Western  Camp 

Dwight  Thompson 

1971 

District  Council 

CM.  Ward 

1973 

District  Council 

T.F.  Zimmerman 

1973 

Youth  Convention 

Jimmy  Swaggart 

1973 

Western  Camp 

Dr.  Richard  Dobbins 

1975 

WM  Luncheon 

Betty  Baxter 

1977 

Youth  Convention 

Nicky  Cruz 

1977 

Music  Seminar 

LB.  Larsen 

1978 

District  Council 

Morris  Cerullo 

1978 

Minister's  Retreat 

Richard  Dortch 

1978 

Youth  Convention 

Marvin  Gorman 

1979 

District  Council 

T.F.  Zimmerman 

1979 

Minister's  Retreat 

Marvin  Gorman 

1979 

Youth  Convention 

Mike  Warnke 

Texas  Evangelist  B.  H.  Clendennen  was  a  popular  and  effective 
speaker  in  the  Eastern  and  Western  Camp  Meetings. 
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For  years,  churches  in  Robinson  County  had  been 
ministering  to  the  Lumbee  and  Tuscarora  Indian  population. 
Rev,  V.  P.  White,  Rev.  Charles  Hadden,  and  Rev.  R.  W. 
Buchanon  were  instrumental  in  starting  Indian  churches  in 
Fayetteville,  Si  Pauls,  Shannon,  Willards  Chapel,  and 
Lumberton. 

A  number  of  Native  Americans  had  come  to  Christ  and 
desired  training  for  service  in  the  church.  In  1968  Rev. 
Hadden,  Rev.  Pauline  Mastries,  and  Rev.  Hubert  Boese 
established  Eastern  Indian  Bible  Institute  (E.IBJ.)  to 
accelerate  ministry  to  a  growing  Indian  population.  These 
three  General  Council  Home  Missions  appointees  had  an 
excellent  teacher-to-student  ratio.  Their  first  class  numbered 
three  students:  Bea  Brewington,  Thelma  Coins  and  a  young 
man  named  Montana  Locktear  For  the  first  year,  they  met 
at  the  Fayetteville  Indian  Assembly.  All  three  students  pom 
the  first  class  went  on  to  serve  the  Lord  in  some  facet  of 
church  ministry. 

During  the  70ls  RIB  J  experienced  increased  enrollment 
under  the  leadership  of  Presidents  Charles  Hadden,  Roger 
Cree,  and  Hollis  Stanford.  The  school  was  relocated  to  a 
100  acre  site  purchased  in  Shannon  in  the  early  70fs.  An 
administration  and  dormitory  building  were  soon  erected. 

According  to  Rev.  Boese,  "the  school  has  been  effective  in 
producing  Sunday  School  teachers,  Christian  workers,  and 
also  giving  educational  help  to  pastors. "  In  1994  E.I.B.I. 
changed  its  name  to  Native  American  Bible  College. 
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The  sweet  aroma  of  The  World's  Finest  Chocolate  filled  many 
churches.  In  1970,  by  selling  300  bars  of  chocolate  you  could  go 
to  Youth  Camp  free  of  charge.  Funds  generated  from  the  sale  were 
used  for  camp  projects.  Through  the  efforts  of  Youth  Directors 
Morris  and  Russell,  $18,000.00  was  raised.  These  funds  were  the 
impetus  for  the  purchase  of  a  centrally  located  Youth  Camp.  The 
1971  District  Council  authorized  the  purchase  of  property  in 
Chatham  County.  The  land  was  purchased  and  Camp  Maranatha 
was  created. 

"The  sweet  aroma  of  The  World's  Finest 
Chocolate  filled  many  churches." 

Across  America,  the  Holy  Spirit  was  moving  in  a  new  way 
through  mainline  churches.  The  "Charismatic  Movement"  was 
gaining  momentum.  At  the  same  time  christian  television  was 
moving  into  a  new  era.  Up  to  this  point  in  time,  Christian 
television  was  defined  by  Billy  Graham  or  Oral  Roberts. 
Purchasing  time  on  major  networks  for  "specials"  brought  great 
success.     In  addition,  the  concept  of  twenty-four  hour  Christian 
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programming  was  showing  promise.  Satellite  technology  and  cable 
television  held  incredible  potential.  Some  forward  thinkers  were 
moving  to  take  Christian  programming  into  a  new  dimension. 

In  Charlotte,  a  ministry  known  as  Trinity  Broadcasting  bought 
airtime  on  Charlotte  Independent  stations  to  try  a  new  format  in 
Christian  television.  In  1973  they  invited  former  700  Club  co-host 
and  District  Ordained  minister  Jim  Bakker  to  host  a  Christian  talk 
show.  "The  PTL  Club"  was  up-and-running.  At  first  the  show  was 
broadcast  out  of  a  former  furniture  store.  By  1975,  the  program 
was  being  watched  across  America.  A  5  million  dollar  satellite 
broadcast  center  known  as  "Heritage  Village"  opened  in  1976.  The 
TV  ministry  broke  ground  again  in  1978.  On  2,300  beautiful  acres 
a  few  minutes  south  of  Charlotte,  Jim  Bakker  built  Heritage  USA, 
a  Christian  theme  park  and  retreat  center.  The  growth  of  PTL  was 
phenomenal. 

North  Carolina  missionaries  were  reaching  out  to  the  world. 
Harold  and  Jackie  Suggs  went  to  the  Bahamas.  James  and  Sonya 
Farrer  took  the  gospel  to  Tanzania.   Vender  and  Jenny  Murphy  left 
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District  work  in  1 976  to  accept  a  missionary  appointment  to  South 
America.  Bob  and  Muriel  McCulley  departed  for  Africa.  In  1978 
James  and  Norma  Kelly  accepted  a  call  to  work  at  a  bible  college 
in  Liberia,  West  Africa. 

"1978  was  a  banner  year  for  church  planting  in 
North  Carolina. " 

The  plan  for  the  70's  called  for  a  dramatic  increase  in  new 
churches.  1978  was  a  banner  year  for  church  planting  in  North 
Carolina.  Twenty-two  churches  opened  their  doors  for  the  first 
time  in  1978: 


Hickory  Shekinah  Assembly 
Jacksonville  Bethel  Assembly 
Whiteville  First  Assembly 
Hampstead  First  Assembly 
Kenansville  First  Assembly 
Zebulon  First  Assembly 
Murfreesboro  Christian  Assembly 
Siler  City  Faith  Assembly 


Jim  Neely 
Lam  Underwood 
Joe  Kissamm 
Robert  Riley 
Ernest  Jones 
Donald  Moore 
Phil  Foster 
Johnnie  David 
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Black  Mountain  Assembly 
Arapahoe  First  Assembly 
China  Grove  Christian  Center 
Charlotte  Evangel  Assembly 
Southern  Pines  Sandhills  A/G 
Goldsboro  (Dudley)  Assembly 
Knightdale  Faith  Chapel 
Four  Oaks  First  Assembly 
Catawba  Heights  Assembly 
Chapel  Hill  First  Assembly 
Tarboro  Lighthouse  Revival  Center 
Franklin  Trinity 
Charlotte  Vietnamese 
Murphy  First  Assembly 


Harold  Aday 
Dan  Longwell 
Lawrence  Lee 
Ralph  Dale 
David  Hicks 
Walter  Wheeler 
Michael  Stensen 
James  Whittington 
Henry  Boughman 
Phil  Roper 
Jim  Hogan 
Larry  Davis 
Kiem  Ngoc  Tran 
James  Gardner 


Near  the  end  of  the  decade,  North  Carolina  saw  a  post-Vietnam 
influx  of  immigrants.  In  Charlotte,  Kiem  Ngoc  Tran  opened  the 
first  Vietnamese  Assembly.  In  addition,  multi-cultural  Assemblies 
reached  out  to  Hispanic,  Korean,  and  Samoan  communities.  Our 
missionary  efforts  had  long  been  sending  missionaries  to  other 
cultures.    Now,  the  world  was  coming  to  us. 
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PREACHER  ON  A  ROOF 

Rev.  L.T.  Whidden,  Sr.  began  a  church  under  an  oak  tree 
in  Gastonia,  July  13 ',  1947.  That  Pentecostal  church,  known 
as  Oakwood  Park  Tabernacle,  came  into  the  Assemblies  in 
1954.  Johnny  Barker,  a  local  printer,  and  his  wife,  Sadie, 
were  among  the  first  converts  at  Oakwood  Park  After 
working  in  the  church  for  a  number  of  years,  they  entered 
full-time  ministry  in  1961,  assuming  the  pastorate  at  First 
Assembly/Mount  Holly. 

In  1977,  Johnny  Barker  challenged  the  church  to  break 
their  Sunday  School  record.  Pastor  Barker  told  the 
congregation  that  he  would  preach  from  the  rooftop  if  the 
Sunday  School  lopped  200. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  June,  1977,  attendance  passed  the 
200  mark.  On  the  second  Sunday  in  June,  Reverend  Barker 
climbed  the  roof  and  preached  from  Luke  17:31;  "He  that  is 
on  the  rooftop  .  .  .  don't  come  down!1' 

The  excitement  generated  as  the  pastor  kept  his  promise 
went  far  beyond  the  community.  The  "Gastonia  Gazette"  ran 
pictures  and  the  story.  The  story  was  picked  up  by  wire 
services. 

Pastor  and  Mrs.  Barker  recently  celebrated  thirty-three 
years  at  the  Mount  Holly  church.  The  church  L.T.  Whidden, 
Sr.  started  under  an  oak  tree  is  now  Gastonia  First  Assembly 
of  God.  Itdoesn  't  matter  if  if s  proclaimed  under  the  oaks  or 
from  the  rooftops.  .  .  the  message  makes  the  difference. 
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On  Easter  Sunday  1979  a  new  church  was  established  in  Nags 
Head  by  Evangelist  David  Daniels.  Outer  Banks  Worship  Center 
has  grown  from  a  tent  meeting  to  a  strong  congregation  that 
ministers  to  thousands  of  tourists  who  vacation  on  the  Outer  Banks. 
A  unique  sanctuary  built  in  the  shape  of  a  large  boat  houses  the 
growmg  congregation.  Due  to  its  distinctive  shape,  the  building 
has  been  featured  m  many  national  periodicals.  People  call  the 
church  "The  Ark". 

Brother  Daniels  was  born  in  Wanchese,  one  of  fifteen  children 
to  be  born  to  Malcolm  and  Maude  Daniels.  His  passion  for  souls 
has  taken  him  around  the  world.  That  passion  is  contagious. 
Outer  Banks  Worship  Center  is  a  District  leader  in  world  missions 
givmg. 

"People  call  the  church  'The  Ark\  " 

At  the  close  of  the  decade,  ownership  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  camp  properties  were  transferred  from  the  District  to  the 
sections.    The  sections  then  formed  their  own  camp  corporations. 
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The  banner  that  hung  so  proudly  at  the  beginning  of  the  decade 
was  but  a  dusty  memory.  When  the  final  tally  was  taken,  the 
record  showed  61  new  churches  across  the  state.  The  goal  was 
lofty,  the  results  were  impressive.  Men  and  women  who  had 
committed  themselves  to  do  "whatever  it  takes"  lived  up  to  their 
promises. 
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Chapter  6 


Success  and  Scandal 


The  decade  some  called  "the  aimless  eighties"  was  anything  but 
aimless  in  North  Carolina.  The  Lord  blessed  the  church  with 
unprecedented  growth.  Men  of  vision  saw  whitened  fields  and  did 
not  hesitate  to  take  in  the  harvest. 

The  North  Carolina  District  was  now  thirty-six  years  old.  The 
theme  of  the  harvest  transcended  four  decades.  In  the  1960's,  a  call 
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went  out  for  "60  Churches  in  the  60's."  In  the  1970's  the  challenge 
of  "70  New  Churches  in  the  70's"  stood  as  a  backdrop  to 
enormous  efforts  in  evangelism  and  church  growth  training.  The 
stage  was  set  for  the  80's.  The  most  ambitious  plan  every 
presented  to  the  constituency  was  introduced.  It  wasn't  entitled  "80 
Churches  in  the  80's".  This  plan  was  called  the  "120  Plan".  The 
goal:    One  new  church  every  month  of  the  decade! 

The  Thirty-Sixth  District  Council  convened  at  Charlotte  First 
Assembly.  The  council  session  began  Tuesday,  May  6,  1980.  The 
Council  speaker  was  Dr.  E.  M.  Clark,  Chancellor  of  North  Central 
Bible  College,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  Dr.  Clark  was  known 
throughout  the  Assemblies  as  a  stewardship  motivator.  On 
Thursday  morning  he  preached  on  "Sowing  and  Reaping."  Led  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  Dr.  Clark  asked  for  seed-faith  pledges  from 
pastors  and  churches  for  the  "120  Plan".  Pledges  were  received  in 
the  amount  of  $357,000.00.  This  staggering  amount  was  pledged 
with  only  274  registered  for  the  council.  The  funds  would  be 
allocated  for  new  church  ministries. 
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In  August  1980  the  District  consisted  of  323  credential  holders, 
and  152  churches.  Although  ministers  and  delegates  pledged  to 
see  the  goal  of  121  churches  reached,  the  decade  would  end  with 
a  net  gain  of  55  churches.  The  harvest,  no  matter  how  well  it  is 
funded,  requires  laborers. 

Superintendent  Cookman  wrote  reassuring  words  to  the  District 
family  every  month  in  the  District  Bulletin.  In  October  1980  he 
spoke  concerning  the  tide  of  change  in  America  and  the  world: 


"We  are  to  be  lights  in  this  darkened  world.  The 
blacker  the  night,  the  brighter  the  light  of  Christ  should 
shine  from  us.  Where  there  is  panic  we  can  bring  peace. 
Where  there  is  fright,  we  can  bring  faith  because  we  are 
connected  to  the  one  who  can  say,  'Peace  be  still'  every 
violent  storm  on  the  earth  will  cease." 


The  early  part  of  the  decade  saw  three  churches,  rich  in 
Pentecostal  history,  elect  Pastors  in  their  thirties.  Radical  changes 
were  taking  place  in  the  culture  ...  a  new  day  was  dawning. 
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Reverend  John  Chase  had  served  in  the  pastorate  and  traveled 
as  a  full-time  evangelist.  Although  the  extended  meetings  that  were 
so  much  a  part  of  earlier  revivals  were  fading,  John  held  meetings 
that  would  last  for  weeks.  In  a  local  church,  or  in  a  gospel  tent, 
Brother  Chase  was  a  dynamic  Holy  Ghost  preacher  and  teacher. 
Blessed  with  a  wonderful  sense  of  humor  and  a  gift  for 
communicating,  he  captivated  his  listeners.  At  a  minister's  retreat 
in  1991,  John  was  asked  to  receive  the  offering.  He  so  moved  the 
ministers  as  he  spoke  of  the  widow's  mite  that  special  speaker  Rev. 
Earnest  Moen  said,  "After  his  offering  appeal,  we  should  have 
given  an  altar  call."  In  1980,  John  was  chosen  to  serve  as  the 
pastor  of  Wanchese  Assembly   of  God.    The   history    of 

".  .  .we  should  have  given  an  altar  call!" 

the  Wanchese  church  could  fill  volumes.  .  .  Johnny  Chase  would 
write  a  few  chapters  of  his  own.  The  ministry  he  lead  for  the  next 
twelve  years  would  be  noted  for  constant  revival,  generous 
missions  giving,  and  encouragement  to  fellow  pastors. 
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David  Scruggs,  Sr.  answered  the  call  to  preach  as  a  "child 
evangelist".  In  his  thirties  he  moved  his  family  from  Kentucky  to 
Gastonia.  In  1981  he  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  historic 
Oakwood  Park  Assembly  later  named  First  Assembly.  Under 
Pastor  Scruggs'  leadership,  the  church  surged.  First  Assembly  is 
known  in  the  community  for  strong  Bible  preaching,  anointed 
worship,  an  excellent  Christian  School,  and  extended  arms  of  love. 

Ron  McManus,  an  Alabama  preacher's  son,  came  to  North 
Carolina  after  serving  in  the  National  Sunday  School  Office  as  a 
youth  specialist.  He  accepted  the  pastorate  at  First  Assembly  at 
age  thirty-two.  The  church  was  thirty-one  years  old.  First 
Assembly  began  to  move  forward  immediately,  growing  at  an 
astounding  pace.  First  Assembly  broke  records,  but  more 
importantly,  First  Assembly  broke  racial  barriers.  With  a  passion 
for  the  people  and  the  pulpit,  strong  administrative  skills,  and  a 
vision  for  training  people  to  do  the  work  of  the  ministry,  Pastor 
McManus  and  "The  Church  That  Love  Built"  began  an  incredible 
odyssey. 
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In  1950,  First  Assembly  was  established  in  Winston-Salem. 
Pastors  Howard  Fortenberry  (50-57),  Peter  Pignaloso  (57- 
60),  Charles  Clary  (60-63),  and  CarlConner  (66-81)  lead  a 
growing  church  for  thirty-one  years. 

In  1981,  Rev.  Ronald  McManus  assumed  the  pastorate, 
when  Pastor  McManus  stepped  to  the  pulpit,  he  looked  out 
on  Sunday  morning  crowd  of  two  hundred  eighty-one.  Prior 
to  his  assignment  he  had  served  in  the  National  Sunday 
School  Department  for  seven  years  as  a  youth  specialist. 
Under  his  leadership  the  church  focused  on  equipping  and 
involving  people  in  ministry.  First  Assembly  launched  a 
weekly  television  ministry. 

By  1986  the  church  was  gathering  for  three  morning 
worship  services,  and  two  in  the  evening.  Construction 
began  on  a  facility  including  a  2,200  seat  sanctuary,  16 
classrooms,  a  music  suite,  infant  nursery  suite,  and 
administrative  offices  for  the  ten  pastoral  and  eleven 
administrative/support  staff 

The  church  is  moving  forward  with  "Vision  2000";  a  call 
to  complete  a  christian  education  edition,  build  a  61  room 
Assembly  Terrace  retirement  complex,  and  continue  to  raise- 
up  leadership  to  touch  the  city  with  God's  love.  During 
1993,  the  Sunday  morning  attendance  averaged  2, 450.  The 
First  Assembly  Christian  School  employs  45  teachers 
instructing  398  preschool  through  eighth  grade  students. 
First  Assembly  continues  to  grow  as  people  are  trained  and 
released  in  ministry.  It's  still  the  church  that  "LOVE"  is 
building. 
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Before  the  end  of  the  decade  all  three  ministers  would  serve  on  the 
District  Presbytery. 

Success  occurred  as  smaller  churches  were  assumed  by  men 
with  a  mission. 

In  September  of  1982  Bill  Baldwin  left  the  pulpit  of  Albemarle 
Salem  Methodist  Church  for  the  last  time.  He  had  preached  to  a 
crowd  numbering  more  than  200.  This  Holy  Spirit  Baptized 
Methodist  went  across  town  to  First  Assembly.  The  small  block 
building  on  711  Rogers  Street  held  21  worshippers  on  his  first 
Sunday. 

In  1983  Walter  Branch  assumed  the  pastorate  at  The  Kings 
Way  Assembly.  His  first  sermon  was  delivered  to  fifteen  listeners. 

In  1981  Ralph  Painter  arrived  at  Goldsboro/First  Assembly  to 
be  received  by  a  Sunday  morning  crowd  of  sixty-five. 

In    1985    David   B.    Crabtree   left   a  pastorate   in    Stockton, 
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Missouri  to  become  the  pastor  of  Greensboro/Calvary.  His  first 
Sunday  he  looked  out  over  a  gathering  of  thirty-three  souls. 

Before  the  end  of  the  decade  all  four  churches  passed  100  in 
Sunday  morning  attendance.  .  .  then  200.  Albemarle/First 
ministered  to  over  1000  Easter  Sunday  1987.  Goldsboro/First  had 
to  go  to  three  morning  services  to  accommodate  400  worshippers. 
Kings  Way  was  re-named  United  Faith  and  buildmg  became  a 
necessity.  Calvary /Greensboro  was  m  a  building  program  as  the 
decade  closed.    Attendance  surpassed  400. 

Branch,  Baldwin,  Painter,  and  Crabtree  were  used  of  God  to 
grow  ministries  with  diverse  and  unorthodox  methods. 
Contemporary  worship,  drama,  and  illustrated  sermons  were  just 
some  of  methods  employed  to  get  to  the  heart  of  the  matter;  the 
hearts  of  the  people. 

The  "baby  boomer"  generation  was  rismg  up  in  pastoral  and 
District  leadership.  Assemblies  of  God  churches  from  "traditional" 
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to  "charismatic"  were  flourishing.  Our  churches  showed  a  great 
diversity  in  structure  and  methodology  while  maintaining  purity  in 
doctrine.  The  Charismatic  movement  carried  great  momentum  into 
the  decade.  For  the  most  part,  Assemblies  benefited  as  new 
converts  began  to  seek  Pentecostal  churches  that  were  balanced  and 
accountable. 

PTL,  lead  by  District  ministers,  continued  to  grow  at  a 
phenomenal  pace.  Heritage  USA  became  one  of  two  major 
centers  for  the  Charismatic  movement.  Christian  programming  went 
out  over  the  airwaves  twenty-four  hours  a  day.  Oral  Roberts, 
Kenneth  Copeland,  100  Huntley  Street,  Jimmy  Swaggart,  and  the 
live  flagship  "PTL  CLUB"  pushed  Pentecostalism,  in  all  its 
diversity,  into  the  public  eye. 

The  1986  evening  District  Council  services  were  broadcast  live 
on  the  satellite  network.  Assistant  General  Superintendent  Everett 
Stenhouse  not  only  spoke  to  the  Council,  but  also  spoke  to  the 
nation.  The  686  Council  registrants  adopted  a  resolution  saying, 
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"We  have  enjoyed  the  gracious  hospitality,  .and  had  the 
distinct  privilege  of  being  the  first  District  Council  to  have 
national  television  coverage. " 

PTL  continued  its  sensational  expansion.  The  Heritage  USA 
theme  park  welcomed  more  than  6  million  visitors  in  1986.  But 
all  was  not  well  in  Charlotte.  On  the  cover,  the  PTL  book  said 
"Success".  When  the  cover  was  pulled  back,  the  next  chapter 
was  titled    "SCANDAL". 

On  March  19,  1987,  PTL  was  the  front-page,  lead  story  in 
every  newspaper  in  America.  Jim  Bakker  and  Richard  Dortch  had 
resigned  and  pulled  Heritage  Church  from  the  District  fellowship. 
Charges  ranged  from  sexual  misconduct  to  fraud.  The  District 
office  in  Dunn  became  a  site  for  news  conferences.  The  days  were 
tense  and  sad.  New  allegations  and  the  questions  they  raised 
appeared  daily  in  the  press.  For  six  months,  PTL  was  a  fixture  on 
the  evening  news  programs.  Christian  television  and,  to  some 
degree  the  church,  faced  a  crisis  of  integrity. 
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By  1986  Heritage  USA  had  become  a  national  gathering 
point  for  Christians.  Daily \  the  "PTL  CLUB"  reached  around 
the  world.  The  Heritage  Grand  Hotel,  Heritage  Island  Water 
Park,  Upper  Room  Prayer  Center,  and  Recreation  Village 
were  built  to  entertain,  and  minister  to  "PTL  Partners."  The 
Heritage  Village  Church  met  in  the  famous  Bam  Auditorium. 
The  church  was  affiliated  with  the  District  and  General 
Councils.  In  May  of  1986,  the  North  Carolina  District 
Council  services  were  broadcast  from  the  Barn  Auditorium. 

On  March  19,  1987,  the  PTL  staff  of  2,000  gathered  in  the 
Bam.  Richard  Dortch,  senior  Vice-President,  stepped  to  the 
pulpit  with  tears  streaming  down  his  face.  "I  have  some  sad 
news,"  he  said  to  a  hushed  crowd.  "Today  Jim  Bakker  has 
resigned  from  PTL."  The  response  was  shock  and  disbelief 
The  news  was  flashed  around  the  world.  A  scandal  of  epic 
proportions  was  about  to  be  uncovered. 

National  news  media  descended  on  Dunn  as  the  District 
Presbytery  met  to  investigate  charges  of  misconduct.  In 
May,  the  Executive  Presbytery  of  the  General  Council 
announced  that  Bakker  and  Dortch  w  ould  be  dism  issed.  PTL 
was  dying  a  very  public  death.  Court  appointed  trustees  and 
leaders  attempted  to  lead  the  ministry  without  success. 
Bakker  and  Dortch  were  indited,  tried  and  sent  to  prison  for 
fraud. 

Attendance  at  Heritage  diminished  from  thousands  to  a 
few.  In  the  fall  of  1990  Heritage  USA  operations  ceased. 
The  parking  lots,  the  water  park,  the  Grand  Hotel,  and  the 
once  proud  Barn  Auditorium  were   empty. 
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In  1987  the  District  Council  met  at  Calvary  Assembly  in 
Fayetteville.  The  mood  was  sober,  in  the  wake  of  the  PTL  scandal. 
The  media  was  waiting  for  any  news  from  the  District  or  General 
Council  concerning  PTL.  At  the  beginning  of  the  council  a 
statement  from  the  District  Presbytery  was  read: 

"The  Board  announced  today  that  they  have  reached  a 
decision  on  the  credential  resignations  of  Rev.  Bakker  and 
Rev.  Dortch  and  they  will  now  pass  on  their 
recommendations  to  the  Executive  Presbytery  in  Springfield, 
Missouri. " 

The  tense  waiting  continued  until  the  General  Council  leaders 
announced  the  dismissal  of  the  PTL  ministers. 

After  the  Council,  the  battles  that  had  raged  in  the  media  were 
fought  in  the  courts.  Jim  Bakker  and  Richard  Dortch  went  to  jail 
for  fraud.  Some  churches  felt  a  backlash  from  the  scandal.  Others 
escaped  relatively  unscathed.  There  were  no  winners. 
PTL  may  have  dominated  the  media  it  didn't  stop  the  ministry. 

As  the  tempest  raged,  District  Youth  Director  Norm  Gloeckler 
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lead  four  weeks  of  camp  for  children  and  teenagers.  Young  people 
were  saved  and  bapiized  in  the  Holy  Spirit  at  Camp  Maranatha. 

Brother  Gloecker  had  started  District  work  in  1983,  following 
Noel  Cookman.  Norm  and  Darlene  Gloekler  were  known  for  their 
love  of  camp,  teacher's  training,  and  Boys  and  Girls  Missionary 
Crusade  giving.  Norm  served  as  Director  of  Youth/Christian 
Education  for  almost  seven  years. 

Change  occurred  in  another  District  leadership  position.  After 
22  years,  Esther  Cookman  resigned  as  Women's  Ministries 
Director.  Larn  and  Jenny  Underwood  came  to  the  District  Office 
staff  in  1988.  Larn  served  as  Administrative  Assistant  to  the 
Superintendent.    Jenny  took  the  reigns  of  Women's  Ministries. 

A  number  of  Youth  Pastors  moved  into  pastoral  roles  during 
the  80's. 

Jim  McClure  had  served  with  Randall  Ross  and  Samuel 
Henning  at  Asheboro/First  Assembly.    His  innovative  ministry  to 
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In  January  1984,  Robert  Spradly  was  on  his  way  home  to 
Charleston,  S.C.  On  a  layover  at  Raleigh-Durham 
International  Airport,  the  Lord  spoke  to  him  to  come  to 
Raleigh  and  build  a  church. 

Robert  moved  his  family  to  Raleigh  and  was  joined  by  Jim 
Kelly,  an  associate  and  friend  from  Charleston,  From  the 
beginning,  a  "team  ministry"  concept  was  implemented. 
Plans  were  laid  for  a  non-traditional  Assembly  of  God 
church,  and  God  blessed  the  faith  of  these  pioneering 
pastors. 

On  June  24,  1984  Raleigh  Christian  Community(RCC) 
held  its  first  celebration  meeting  at  the  downtown  Ramada 
Inn.  Special  guest  Phil  Driscoll  sang  and  played  to  a  crowd 
of  eight  hundred.  Few  churches  have  started  with  such  a 
slash.    The  follow  ing  Sunday  there  were  forty  in  attendance  I 


The  church  grew  and  moved  to  a  middle  school 
Additional  staff  were  hired.  In  1986  an  Arabian  Horse  Farm 
off  of  Highway  64  was  purchased.  The  barn  was  cleaned  out 
and  350  gathered  there  to  worship!  Immediately  RCC 
offered  two  Sunday  morning  celebrations.  In  1987 
construction  began  on  a  Family  Life  Center,  The  L2  million 
dollar  facility  seats  1700,  The  Center  also  contains  offices, 
nurseries,  a  Christian  bookstore,  and  a  recording  studio. 
Nine  hundred  worshippers  call  RCC  home. 

Incredible  things  happen  when  men  and  women  listen  to 
the  voice  of  God,   It  all  started  on  a  layover. 
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young  people  was  widely  recognized.  In  1987,  Jim  established 
Network  Church  in  High  Point. 

David  Bowman  was  the  Youth  Pastor  at  Bethel  Temple  in 
Hampton,  Virginia.  He  and  his  wife,  Susan,  enjoyed  a  dynamic 
youth  ministry.  When  the  Lord  laid  Durham  on  David's  heart  in 
1985,  his  church  in  Hampton  helped  him  begin  Abundant  Life 
Christian  Community. 

Robert  Spradly  a  youth  pastor  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
felt  the  call  of  God  to  Raleigh.  Raleigh  Christian  Community 
known  as  RCC  began  with  a  bang  in  1984.  An  aggressive  team 
ministry  catapulted  the  church  to  over  900. 

Peter  Minks  loves  the  beach.  He  and  wife,  Tina,  often  traveled 
to  Morehead  City  to  take  a  break  from  the  youth  ministry  he  lead 
at  New  Bern/Cornerstone  Assembly.  In  1989,  Pete  and  Tina 
answered  the  call  of  God  and  assumed  the  pastorate  of  New  Life 
Assembly  in  Morehead  City.  They  started  with  seven  in 
attendance.    Today  the  church  averages  more  than  one  hundred. 


105 


NEVER  LET  GO 

As  the  decade  drew  to  a  close,  national  leadership  in 
Springfield,  Missouri  began  to  outline  an  aggressive  plan  to  reach 
the  lost  and  develop  leadership  in  the  1990's.  The  "Decade  of 
Harvest"  outlined  goals  and  strategies  to  lead  the  Assemblies  of 
God  into  renewal  and  revival  . 

As  the  scandals  withered  for  lack  of  attention,  the  decade 
marked  by  the  best  and  the  worst  went  out  like  a  lamb.  The  re- 
focusing  on  the  "Decade  of  Harvest"  was  warmly  embraced.  The 
North  Carolina  District  moved  forward  with  confidence.  As 
Charles  Cookman  wrote  in  1980,    long  before  the  storm: 

"Because  we  are  connected  to  the  one  who  can  say, 
'Peace  be  still',  every  violent  storm  on  the  earth  will  cease. " 
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Chapter  7 


Passages 


The  incremental  nature  of  a  decade  causes  introspection  and  re- 
evaluation.  As  ten  years  are  laid  to  rest  and  ten  more  stretch  out 
before  us,  it's  appropriate  to  check  the  anchors  and  clear  the  decks. 
On  January  1,  1990,  thirty-two  ministers  journeyed  to  a  National 
Home  Missions  Conference  in  Sprmgfield,  Missouri.  Once  again, 
a  decade  began  with   a  call  to  plant  new  churches.      For  the 
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ministers  of  the  North  Carolina  District  that  challenge  has  been 
paramount. 

Although  there  was  nothing  new  about  moving  mto  a  decade 
with  the  challenge  of  church  planting  in  the  forefront,  there  was  a 
notable  difference  in  the  scope  of  the  effort.  The  call  to  plant 
churches  m  the  90's  did  not  originate  m  the  state.  The  General 
Council  was  launching  an  aggressive  proposition  concerning 
evangelism  and  church  planting.  The  decade  of  the  90's  was 
dubbed  "The  Decade  of  Harvest"  and  all  Districts  were  called  to 
take  an  active  role. 

The  General  Council  presented  each  District  with  specific  goals 
for  the  decade.  North  Carolina  was  charged  with  the  task  of  adding 
130  new  churches,  enlisting  5,000  prayer  partners,  and  winning 
1 0,000  new  converts  for  Christ.  The  Decade  of  Harvest  was  not 
intended  to  be  another  program,  but  a  call  for  a  national  revival. 

An  aggressive  plan  needs  leadership  and  coordination.  Thus 
Rev.  Samuel  Henning,    pastor  of  Asheboro/First  Assembly,    was 
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appointed  to  serve  as  the  District  Director  for  the  Decade  of 
Harvest.  In  addition  to  the  responsibilities  of  a  full-time  pastorate, 
Rev.  Henning  was  asked  to  develop  and  implement  District  prayer 
and  leadership  training.  He  worked  in  cooperation  with  the 
existing  Department  of  Home  Missions  directed  by  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Charles  Kelly.  Initial  response  to  the  Decade  of  Harvest 
was  very  encouraging.  Rev.  Henning  labored  to  give  high  visibility 
to  the  challenge  facing  the  District.  Early  banquets  and  sectional 
meetings  were  well  attended.  Rev.  David  B.  Crabtree  became  the 
director  in  1991  when  Brother  Henning  relocated  to  Illinois. 

"The  Decade  of  Harvest  was  not  intended  to  be 
another  program,  but  a  call  for  a  national 
revival " 

In  May  1990,  District  Council  was  held  at  Raleigh  Christian 
Community.  Rev.  Charles  T.  Crabtree,  National  Director  for  the 
Decade  of  Harvest,  preached  under  a  powerful  anointing.  Brother 
Crabtree  challenged  the  Council  to  win  the  lost.  Ministers 
responded  at  the  altars.    Seven  church  planters  were  approved 
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Tucked  away  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  thirty  miles 
west  of  Avon  and  across  the  Pamlico  Sound,  is  the  small 
community  of  Engelhard.  Populated  by  farmers,  fishermen 
and  small  businessmen,  Engelhard  struggles  in  a  depressed 
economy.  Today  the  doors  are  open  at  New  Life  Assembly, 
offering  help  and  hope  to  the  community. 

New  Life  Assembly  may  never  go  down  in  history  as  a 
thriving  church,  but  hidden  in  the  annals  of  God's  record 
book  is  the  story  of  a  lay  couple  who  loved  their  church  and 
wouldn't  let  it  die.    Allen  and  Alma  Williams  never  let  go. 

Over  the  years  attendance  fluctuated  between  ten  and 
seventy,  but  as  fires  were  being  stoked  for  the  "Decade  of 
Harvest",  the  fire  had  become  a  dying  ember  at  New  Life 
Assembly.  A  pastor  could  not  be  found,  and  the  District  had 
placed  the  church  building  on  the  market  for  sale. 

Allen  and  Alma  Williams  were  all  that  remained,  but  that 
didnH  stop  them  from  having  church.  For  more  than  two 
months  they  walked  past  the  "For  Sale"  sign  every  Sunday 
and  Wednesday  to  open  the  church.  They  stood  alone  in  the 
empty  chapel,  sang  songs  of  praise,  and  wept  at  the  altars 
for  divine  intervention.    God  heard  their  cry. 


The  Williams  noticed  one  day  that  the  sign  had  been 
removed.  A  young  man  named  Duane  Campbell  called  and 
asked  the  Williams  to  be  at  the  church  on  the  following 
Sunday,  New  Life  Assembly  had  a  new  pastor.  The  light 
still  shines  in  Engelhard.    Thank  God  it  didnH  sell 
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following  the  council.      By   years   end  270  ministers   and   130 
churches  gave  $31,609.86  for  church  planting. 

In  September  1990,  Norm  Gloecker  left  District  ministry  to 
return  to  the  pastorate.  Rev.  Mark  A.  Muirhead  was  appointed  to 
serve  as  Youth  and  Christian  Education  Director. 

On  January  2,  1991,  former  General  Superintendent,  Dr. 
Thomas  F.  Zimmerman,  died  in  Springfield,  Missouri.  This 
Pentecostal  statesman  had  ministered  often  at  District  Councils  and 
camps.  Dr.  Billy  Graham,  a  close  personal  friend  of  Dr. 
Zimmerman,  said,  "Because  he  is  in  heaven,  it  brings  heaven  a 
little  closer  to  us."  The  death  of  Dr.  Zimmerman  was  one  of 
many  signs  of  passage.  A  changing  of  the  guard  was  taking  place 
throughout  the  Assemblies  as  third  and  fourth  generation 
pentecostals  were  assummg  leadership  roles. 

In  May  1991,  Charles  H.  Cookman  announced  his  resignation 
to  the  Council  in  Winston -Sal  em.  In  his  annual  report  to  the 
District  Council  he  wrote: 
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"By  now  you  have  heard  that  my  election  to  this  office 
will  expire  in  May  1992.  With  a  great  deal  of  pain,  I 
announce  that  my  tour  of  ministry  as  Superintendent  will 
end.  These  25  years  have  been  greater  than  my  dreams  and 
expectations.  I  want  to  thank  each  one  of  you  for  sharing 
my  vision  and  bearing  my  burden.   Esther  and  I  love  you. " 

The  District  Presbytery  came  to  the  District  Council 
prepared  to  respond  to  Brother  Cookmans  announcement.  On  May 
7,  1991,  at  the  opening  Council  service  "A  Year  of  Celebration" 
was  declared  by  the  Presbytery.  It  was  decided  that  throughout  the 
year  each  Section  would  host  a  reception  to  honor  the  Cookmans. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  a  check  in  the  amount  of 
$3,000.00  was  given  in  appreciation  for  twenty-five  years  of 
service.  Charles  and  Esther  Cookman  began  their  final  year  in 
District  leadership  surrounded  by  their  family  and  friends  at  an 
after  service  reception.  Throughout  1991  and  into  1992  all  twelve 
Sections  paid  tribute  to  the  resigning  Superintendent.  The  Blue 
Ridge  Section  hosted  a  joint  Sunday  night  service.  Over  350 
gathered  to  honor  the  Cookmans.  The  Atlantic  Section  hosted  a 
seafood  supper  and  presented  nautical  gifts.  After  twenty-five 
years  of  service  the  Cookmans  revisited  wonderful  memories  with 
the  people  they  so  faithfully  served. 
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Early  Year's  Leaders.  Pictured  top  Rev. 
Lloyd,  and  Nita  Colbaugh,  1943  in  front 
of  the  store  building  of  the  early  day's  of 
First  Assembly-Lexington.  Pictured  left 
"Mountain  Chief  Rev.  Fred,  and  Norene 
Sorrells  western  church  pioneers.  Pic- 
tured above  Rev.  and  Mrs.  William 
Hadden,  1944  and  the  Full  Gospel 
Assembly,  Asheville. 


In  1928  Pauline  Hill  attended  Sunday  School  at  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Morganton. 
Her  class  was  taught  from  "Pentecostal  Evangel"  magazine.  She,  and  her  classmates  were 
baptized  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  One  of  the  founding  members  of  Morganton  First,  Pauline  teaches 
the  adult  sanctary  Bible  class. 


First  Morganton  founding  pastor  Earl  Frerking  spoke  at  their  65th  Anniversary,  October  1993. 
He  was  90  years  old.  Seated  left  on  the  platform  is  Pastor  Bryan  Rainbow.  Seated  right  William 
Shuffler,  former  pastors  Jim  Parton,  and  Earl  Stuckey. 


Standing  left  to  right  at  the  first 
Cullasaja  Camp  Meeting:  R.O. 
Brown  (Pastor  Morganton  First), 
Evengelist  Don  Carlos,  William 
E.  Hadden  (Pastor  Asheville 
Montford  Ave  Assembly),  and 
Assistant  General  Superintendent 
Assemblies  of  God  Howard  Bush. 
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Cullasaja  Western  Camp 
Tabernacle,  1973.  The 
Campmeeting  began  in 
1 946  gathering  in  tent 
until  the  tabernacle  was 
erected  in  1950. 


Original  Eastern  Camp 
Tabernacle  in  Windsor. 
First  built  in  1941. 
The  first  Camp  Meet- 
ing was  the  next  year 
with  Stanley  Cook, 
speaker. 


The  first  District 
Superintendents. 
Top,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  John  Slye, 
1944-46.  Middle, 
Rev.  Andrew 
Stirling,  1946-61, 
and  Bottom,  Rev. 
Fenton  L.  Jones, 
1961-1966.  The 
picture  of  Rev. 
Jones  was  taken  in 
1945  when  he  was 
18  years  old  in 
Smithfield,  VA. 
He  sent  the 
picture  to  a  new 
friend  he  met  at 
Potomac  District 
Camp,  Charles 
Cookman! 


The   Pentecostal 


NOT    BY    MIGHT, 

NOR    BY    POWER. 

3UT    BY    MY    SPIRIT. 

SAITH    THE    LORO 


SeEEEEEH 


The  May  24,  1959  cover  of  the  world  wide  Assemblies  of  God  publication  The  Pentecostal 
Evengel  featured  the  new  Concord  First  building.  Pictured  on  the  cover  left  to  right  are 
Andrew  Stirling,  Fenton  Jones,  and  Pastor  Tom  Whidden,  Jr.  A  two  page  article  by 
Andrew  Stirling  was  featured,  "Sixty  New  Churches  in  North  Carolina." 


Pictured  left  is  Loye  T.  Whidden,  Sr.  who  was  the  presbyter  of  the  South  Piedmont 
Section.  Next  to  him  is  Betty,  and  Loye,  Jr.  "Tom."  This  was  taken  at  the  dedication  of 
the  Concord  church  in  1958.  Tom  was  elected  District  Secretary-Treasurer  in  1962. 
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Minister  Is 


On  December  1,  1963  newspapers  across  America  ran  the  story  of  the  slain  Assemblies 
of  God  minister  Lester  Cobb.  The  news  wire  stated  he,  "had  been  shot  down  during 
church  service  by  an  exconvict,  who  intruded  between  the  songs,  and  the  sermon." 


Rev.  Lester  Cobb  was  44  years  old.  His  last  sermon  notes  were  from  Joshua  Chapter 
One.  This  founding  Pastor  of  the  Asheville  church  wrote  in  the  notes  that  God  never 
calls  one  home  without  having  another  ready  to  step  in  the  place  of  leadership. 


The  Dunn  District  Headquarters  building  under  construction  during  1963.  This  office  building  on 
310  West  Edgerton  was  dedicated  at  the  next  years  District  Council  in  Dunn. 


The  1976  District  Office  team  seated  left  to  right  Easter  Cookman/ Womens  Ministries  President; 
Judy  Hadden/ Secretary;  Becky  Lee/ Bookkeeper;  Janet  Lucas/ Secretary;  standing  left  Superin- 
tendent Charles  Cookman,  District  Chirst  Ambassador  President  Vendor  Murphy,  and  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Charles  Kelly. 


" .     \ 


Both  photos  taken  at  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the  District  Council.  This  was  held  at  Glad  Tidings 
Church  in  Dunn.  Rev.  Edger  Bethany  was  the  speaker.  A  booklet  was  produced  that  highlighted  the 
first  quarter  century. 


During  1977  Women's  Ministries  President  Easter  Cookman  presents  $6,000.00  from  the  Penny 
Project.  The  gift  is  received  by  Roger  Cree  President  of  Eastern  Indian  Bible  Institute,  Shannon, 
NC.  The  fund  was  to  help  the  building  of  the  administration  building. 


During  the  1991  District  Council  in  Winston-Salem,  NC  five  of  the  living  Woman's  Ministries 
Director's  were  togetherr  left  to  right:  Sandra  Bass  ( 1991 -current);  Jenny  Underwood  (1988- 
1991 );  Easter  Cookman  (1966-1988);  Blanch  Jones  (1962-1966);  and  Doris  Stirling  (1946-1962). 
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The  1982  District  Council  was  held  in  Asheboro.  On  the  platform  is  the  First  Asheboro  Choir.  Jackie 
Brown  ministering  in  song.  Seated  left  to  right  Howard  Fortenberry,  Fred  Sorrells,  Ron  McManus, 
Charles  Kelly,  Charles  Cookman,  and  Randall  Ross  host  pastor.  The  Council  speaker  was 
Southeastern  College  President  James  Hennesy. 


During  1986  Ministers,  and  Church  Leaders  gathered  for  the  Year  of  Evangelism  Conference.  Guest 
speakers  included  Tommy  Barnett,  and  David  Torgerson.  Pictured  left  to  right  Superintendent 
Cookman,  District  Youth  and  Christian  Education  Director  Norman  Gloeckler,  and  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Kelly. 


During  the  late  1980's  there  was  great  increase  in  two  District  churches.  Pictured  top  is  the  First 
Assembly  Winston-Salem  building.  Pastor  Ron  McManus  lead  the  congregation  into  the  2,200 
seat  auditorium  in  1988.  Pictured  bottom  is  the  300  seat  Sanctuary  of  the  Nashville  Praise  and 
Worship  Center.  Pastor  Kenneth  Johnson  started  the  work  in  Moymer  in  1978.  The  current 
Santuary,  and  Harvest  House  Life  Center  were  completed  in  1989. 


INTRODUCING: 
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EVANGELISTS 

Jim   and  Tammy  Bakker 

(Assemblies  of  God) 


•"•"Spirit  Annointed  Full   Gospel  Preaching 
lUwSpecial  Music  and  Singing 

•  Youth  Evangelism 

•  Sunday  School  Emphasis  —  Illustrated  Stories 

•  Former  "Youth  Crusade"  Directors 


God's  Message  for  All  Ages  with  Special  Appeal  to  Youth 


Above  an  early  promotional  post  card  of 
Evangelists  Jim  and  Tammy  Bakker.  There 
first  North  Carolina  revival  meeting  was  in 
1962  at  Burlington  Assembly  with  Aubrey 
Sara.  Left  is  Richard  Dortch  former 
Illinois  Superintendent  who  came  to  NC  in 
1983.  He  became  Vice  President  of  the  PTL 
Television  Network.  His  credentials  were 
dismissed  in  1987.  During  1991  his 
ordination  was  reinstated. 


Youth,  and  their  leadership  gather  annually  for  the  state  youth  convention.  Church  groups  come 
together  for  a  dynamic  spiritual  celebration.  During  1982  this  event  was  held  at  First  Assembly 
Concord.  District  Youth  Director  Noel  Cookman  pointing  to  youth  at  the  alter,  and  guest  speaker  Ed 
Severence  lead  youth  to  be  a  world  changer. 


During  1991  the  state  youth  representatives  launched  a  Speed-the-Light  missions  giving  program 
entitled  "Over  the  Top,  Block  by  Block."  The  purpose  was  to  break  the  1978  record.  Pictured  with 
block  in  hand,  knelling  left  to  right:  Larry  Stitt,  Phil  Foster,  Don  Vess,  Mark  and  Alex  Muirhead. 
Standing  left  to  right  Dan  Daniels,  Steve  Cummings,  Darlene  Cummings,  Peter  Minks,  Phyllis 
Mellott,  Buddy  Denton,  Jerry  Cantalupo,  Katherine  James,  Lee  James,  Charles  Cookman,  and 
Gerry  Blood.  The  1991  record  breaking  total  was  $62,595.86. 


Kenneth  Ware  was 
the  Districts  first 
missionary  to  France. 


The  three  of  Superintendents,  left  to  right  Fenton  Jones  ( 1 96 1  - 1 966),  Charles  Kelly  (elected  1 992), 
and  Charles  Cookman  (1966-1992). 


NEVER  LET  GO 

After  much  debate  the  1991  District  Council  voted  to  sell 
Camp  Maranatha.  The  facility  had  operated  at  a  financial  loss  for 
years.  In  1990  alone,  the  budget  deficit  for  Camp  Maranatha  was 
$50,000.  Future  campmg  programs  would  be  conducted  at  leased 
facilities.  During  the  summer  of  1991  Camp  Maranatha  was  sold 
to  Raleigh  Christian  Community.  The  property  was  renamed 
"Maranatha  Springs-Family  Conference  Center." 

Women's  Ministries  Director,  Jenny  Underwood,  resigned  after 
three  years  of  dedicated  service.  Larn  and  Jenny  accepted  a 
pastorate  m  Texas.  Sandra  Bass,  a  Foreign  Missions  appointee  to 
Star  Ministries  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

On  Saturday,  January  27,  1992,  an  All-State  Christian 
Education      event     occurred.  Specialized     seminars,     held 

simultaneously  at  12  locations,  were  offered  to  every  local  church. 
Each  Presbyter  lead  a  one  day  seminar  for  church  leaders.  The 
combmed  attendance  was  962  and  seventy-four  percent  of 
Assembly  of  God  churches  attended.  This  was  the  largest  Christian 
Education  gathering  m  District  history. 
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As  Rev.  Cookman  prepared  for  his  last  District  Council  as 
Superintendent,  the  District  church  list  numbered  201.  Seventy 
percent  numbered  less  than  one  hundred  in  Sunday  morning 
worship.  The  total  number  of  ministers  m  North  Carolina  stood  at 
438.  Thirteen  North  Carolina  credential  holders  were  serving  as 
foreign  missionaries.  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Cole,  former  associate 
pastors  at  Asheboro/First  Assembly,  were  adjusting  to  a  new  way 
of  life  in  Thailand.  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Glen  Smith  from  Burlington 
Assembly  were  on  the  mission  field  in  Sierre  Leone,  West  Africa. 

Preparations  were  underway  for  a  great  celebration  at  the 
Forty-Eighth  District  Council.  An  extra  day  was  added  to  the 
Council  schedule  to  allow  for  a  retirement  banquet.  Plans  for  the 
Council  were  kept  from  the  Cookmans  to  add  the  element  of 
surprise.  Speakers  were  not  announced  and  Brother  Cookman  got 
his  first  taste  of  retirement.  For  the  first  time  m  twenty-six  years, 
the  burden  of  planning  and  carrying  out  the  District  Council 
meeting  was  off  his  shoulders. 

The  District  Council  convened  on  May  5,  1992,  at  Greensboro's 
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THINK  OF  THAT 


If  you've  spent  any  time  with  Charles  Coohnan  you've 
heard  him  say,  "THINK  OF  THAT!"  It's  an  affirmation  of 
the  blessings  of  God.  On  May  5,  1992  his  favorite  phase 
became  the  theme  of  his  retirement  dinner. 

At  6:00  PM  the  Cookmans  entered  the  Four  Seasons 
Ballroom.  A  thunderous  ovation  was  offered  by  the  800 
friends  who  came  to  give  honor.  At  the  head  table,  long  time 
friends  G.  Raymond  Carlson,  and  Richard  Dobbins  awaited 
their  arrival.  A  string  quartet  provided  dinner  music.  Tom 
Whidden  served  as  master  of  ceremonies.  He  also  parodied 
the  "late"  nature  of  District  events  by  prefacing  each  item  on 
the  program  with,  "Before  we  stand,  and  dismiss  with 
prayer".    The  laughter  grew  as  the  night  progressed. 

Janet  Pascal  of  Reidsville  sang.  Mayor  Oscar  Harris  of 
Dunn  presented  a  citation.  Richard  Dobbins  offered  a 
moving  tribute.  G.  Raymond  Carlson  offered  prayer  and  the 
video,  "Faithful  Servants",  based  on  the  Coohnan 's  life  was 
shown. 

The  evening  closed  with  the  presentation  of  gifts  in  a  game 
show  format  called  "THINK  OF  THAT. "  Farewell  gifts  were 
given  in  a  creative  fashion.  The  Cookmans  were  asked  to 
choose  between  red  velvet  cake,  an  inflatable  boat,  a  mini 
van,  or  an  undisclosed  amount  of  cash.  "Will  you  keep  the 
van?",  asked  host  Mark  Muirhead,  "Or,  will  you  take  the 
envelope?"  The  Cookmans  choose  the  envelope.  The 
amount  enclosed  was  $26,000.00.  One  thousand  dollars  for 
each  year  served  as  Superintendent;  THINK  OF  THAT! 


NEVER  LET  GO 

Four  Seasons  Hotel.  The  Women's  Ministries  banquet  and  the 
evening  retirement  banquet  honored  the  Cookmans.  It  was  at  the 
evening  retirement  banquet  that  the  Cookmans  were  surprised  to 
see  their  good  friends  Dr.  G.  Raymond  Carlson  and  Dr.  Richard 
Dobbins  seated  at  the  head  table.  It  was  a  night  to  remember.  Dr. 
Dobbms  said,  "I  have  never  had  so  much  fun  at  a  District  event  in 
my  life."  Laughter  and  tears  flowed  freely  as  the  evening 
progressed. 

"I  have  never  had  so  much  fun  at  a  District 
event  in  my  life. " 

The  following  morning,  Dr.  Cookman  gave  his  final 
Superintendent's  address  and  led  the  communion  service.  A  painful 
chapter  in  history  was  closed  that  morning  as  Dr.  Cookman  asked 
Richard  Dortch  to  join  him  at  the  communion  table.  After  being 
found  guilty  for  his  role  in  the  PTL  scandal,  Dortch  had  served 
time  in  prison.  In  November  1991,  his  credentials  were  reinstated. 
As  ministers  prepared  their  hearts  for  the  Lord's  Supper,  Brother 
Dortch  stepped  to  the  communion  table.     It  was  five  years  to  the 
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day  since  Richard  Dortch  had  been  released  from  PTL.  He 
publically  asked  the  forgiveness  of  the  General  Council, 
represented  by  Dr.  Carlson.  Then  he  turned  to  Brother  Cookman. 
Tears  flowed  freely  as  forgiveness  was  asked  by  Brother  Dortch  of 
the  Superintendent  and  the  entire  District  Council.  The  sweetness 
of  God's  presence  was  felt  by  all  and  a  chapter  was  closed. 

The  business  of  the  morning  centered  on  the  election  of  a  new 
District  Superintendent.  The  nominating  ballot  brought  sixteen 
names  to  the  Council  floor  for  consideration.  Charles  Kelly  was 
elected  on  the  third  electoral  ballot.  Dr.  Cookman  introduced 
Brother  Kelly  to  the  Council  and  prayer  was  offered  for  the  newly 
elected  Sup  ermten dent. 

It  was  then  necessary  to  elect  a  Secretary-Treasurer  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  Rev.  Kelly.  Tom  Grubb,  Raymond  Hoggard,  Jr. 
and  Randall  Rogers  were  nommated.  On  the  first  ballot  Rev. 
Randall  Rogers  was  elected  to  the  office  of  District 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
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TOM  &  BETTY  WHIDDEN  DAY 


"This  is  embarrassing!"  That  was  Tom's  response  to  "Tom 
&  Betty  Whidden  Day,"  August  22,  1993.  The  First 
Assembly  Worship  Center  in  Concord  honored  their  pastor 
for  40  years  of  ministry  and  marriage,  Tom  may  have  been 
a  little  embarrassed,  but  Concord  First  Assembly  did  it  right! 

Through  years  of  distinguished  service  Tom  always 
deflected  attention  from  himself  Elected  to  serve  in  many 
District  offices,  Tom  rs  acceptance  speeches  were  legendary 
in  their  brevity.  When  others  have  commented  on  the 
success  of  the  work  in  Concord,  Tom  will  usually  say  he*s 
"just  trying  to  do  something  for  God  in  a  small  mill  town," 

On  that  hot  August  day,  memories  were  stirred:  meeting 
Betty  in  Gastonia;  Southeastern  College;  first  church  Clover, 
SC;  starting  First/Concord  in  a  theater  in  1958;  elected 
District  Secretary-Treasurer  in  1962;  returning  to  Concord 
in  1970;  Assistant  Superintendent  for  a  decade. 
Superintendent  Charles  Kelly  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
August  celebration.  He  preached;  "A  man  sent  from  God 
named .  .  .  Tom. " 

The  church  showered  Tom  and  Betty  with  gifts  and 
expressions  of  appreciation.  Together  they  lead  the  church 
into  a  5  million  dollar  facility  that  housed  1,600  worshipers, 
a  500  student  school,  and  75  member  l,ife  Center  Retirement 
Complex.  Together  they  ministered  to  the  community. 
Together  they  were  honored.  They  say  that  churches  reflect 
the  character  of  their  leaders.  First  Assembly/Concord 
reflects  integrity. 


NEVER  LET  GO 

Brother  Rogers  was  serving  as  Pastor  of  Salisbury/Rowan 
Christian  Assembly.  For  sixteen  years,  Randall  and  Chris  Rogers 
had  served  the  church  as  a  team.  Chris  led  the  music  ministry  of 
the  church. 

In  the  evening  service,  Dr.  Cookman  installed  Rev.  Kelly  and 
Rev.  Rogers.  Evening  Speaker,  G.  Raymond  Carlson,  offered  a 
special  prayer  of  installation. 

On  the  morning  of  May  7,  1992,  Dr.  Cookman  led  a  final 
morning  gathering.  Dr.  Cookman  asked  all  sections  to  break  into 
prayer  groups.  The  ministers  moved  to  pray  with  their  sectional 
brethren.  Brother  Cookman,  with  hands  raised  to  the  heavens,  led 
the  hymm  "Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer".  It  was  fitting  that  Charles 
Cookmans  leadership  should  close  with  the  District  Council  in 
unified  prayer  and  supplication.  The  secret  of  his  success  lay  in 
his  passionate  love  for  the  place  of  prayer. 

Rev.  Kelly  offered  concluding  remarks  and  the  Forty-eighth 
District  Council  was  adjourned. 
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In  August  1992,  Rev.  Joel  Davis  was  appointed  to  serve  as 
District  Financial  Planner.  The  next  year  Rev.  Conrad  Barrett 
would  fill  the  position 

Rev.  Kelly  and  Rev.  Rogers  crisscrossed  the  District  visiting 
each  section  twice  in  a  twelve  month  period.  This  interaction  with 
ministers  at  the  sectional  level  better  acquainted  the  constituency 
with  the  new  leadership.  It  also  served  as  a  forum  for  questions 
and  mput  concerning  the  work  of  the  committees  appointed  at  the 
previous  council. 

The  1993  District  Council  was  held  May  4-6  at  the  Charlotte 
Adams  Mark  Hotel.  Rev.  Thomas  Trask  was  the  main  speaker. 
Assistant  District  Superintendent  Tom  Whidden  had  previously 
announced  his  resignation.  Rev.  Ron  McManus  was  elected  to  fill 
the  office.  Rev.  David  Scruggs,  Sr.  was  elected  to  serve  as  General 
Presbyter. 

The  Reorganization  Committee  presented  16  resolutions  to 
improve  and  streamline  District  operations.    The  resolutions  were 
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YOU  DESERVE  A  BREAK! 

"This  kind  of  ministry  needs  to  be  in  every  state. " 
-  Thomas  E.  Tra$kf   General  Superintendent  ~ 

No  one  can  make  it  over  the  long  run  without  rest 
Everybody  needs  a  little  time  away.  But  when  you're 
pastoring  a  small  church  and  living  on  a  shoestring,  where 
can  you  afford  to  go?  "Over  the  years  I  had  done  home 
missions  work,  so  this  became  personal  for  me, "  said  David 
Hicks.  His  concern  for  pastors  and  their  families  gave  life 
to  Renewal  Ministries. 

In  1977  David  and  Joan  Hicks  started  Sandhills  Assembly 
of  God.  "I  know  what  if s  like/'  said  David,  "to  be  in  a 
home  missions  work  .  .  underpaid,  and  not  able  to  afford  a 
decent  vacation"  David  never  forgot  the  "hungry"  years. 

In  1989  the  Lord  gave  David  a  dream  of  providing  a  place 
of  rest  and  renewal  for  ministers  and  their  families.  They 
could  come  to  a  beautiful  retreat  villa  and  stay.  .  free!  The 
location:  Pinehursi,  known  as  the  golf  capital  of  the  world. 
This  mid-south  resort  village  boasts  forty  golf  courses  within 
a  fifteen  mile  radius.  Impossible  as  it  seemed,  David  was 
able  to  acquire  four  fully  equipped  1400  square  foot  villas. 
Renewal  Ministries  was  operational. 

Since  its  inception,  Renewal  Ministries  has  provided  a 
place  of  refuge  for  more  than  3,000  pastors,   ministers, 
missionaries,  and  their  families.     "I've  seen  all  kinds  of 
situations, "  said  David,    "transition,  burnout  -  those  in  need 
have  rest  and  restoration  have  come." 


NEVER  LET  GO 


all  passed  with  no  debate.      The  following  is  an  overview  of  the 
adopted  resolutions: 

-  The  District  was  divided  into  three  regions. 

-  Sectional  leadership  simplified  to  include  a  presbyter, 
assistant  presbyter  and  a  secretary-treasurer. 

-  Three  regional  consultants  were  to  be  appointed  to  work  with 
sectional  leadership. 

-  The  Home  Missions  Department  Director  would  become  a 
full-time  position. 

In  the  Wednesday  evening  District  Council  service  the  missions 
musical,  "If  My  People"  was  presented  by  the  Concord/First 
Assembly  Choir.  Rev.  Trask  spoke  on  "Why  Pentecost?"  A 
powerful  prayer  service  lastmg  for  almost  two  hours  followed  the 
message.  Jim  Hogan,  pastor  of  First  Assembly  in  Durham 
remarked,  "I  have  been  in  this  District  for  years  and  have  never 
seen  anything  like  this  occur  at  a  ministers  gathering." 

In  the  final  busmess  on  Thursday  morning,  May  7,  the 
Relocation  Study  Committee  offered  its  report.  After  much  debate 
a  motion  carried  that  authorized  the  District  leadership  to  sell  all 
held  properties  and  secure  a  loan  not  to  exceed  $250,000.00  for  a 
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new  headquarters  facility. 

Rev.  Tom  Whidden  was  recognized  for  his  years  of  service  in 
the  office  of  Assistant  Superintendent.  Appreciation  was  expressed 
in  comments  from  Rev.  Kelly  and  in  a  monetary  gift. 

In  August  1993,  at  the  General  Council  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  Rev.  Ron  McManus  was  elected  to  serve  in  the  office 
of  Executive  Presbyter.  Rev.  Mark  Muirhead  was  the  Youth 
Council  speaker.  Nightly  he  ministered  to  more  than  3000  young 
people. 

"The  past  instructs  us  .  .  .  the  future  invites  us. " 

On  November  18,  1993,  the  Youth  Convention  at  New 
Heritage  USA  celebrated  with  a  nostalgic  "50  Year"  theme.  Rev. 
Conrad  Pitkm,  Pastor  of  Faith  Temple  m  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica 
was  mvited  to  speak  to  District  youth  leaders.  Over  the  last  ten 
years,  he  has  worked  with  North  Carolina  missions  teams  in 
Jamaica.     In  observing  the  significance  of  the  approaching  fifty 
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year  anniversary  he  said,  "The  past  instructs  us,  and  the  future 
invites  us" .  Former  District  Youth  Directors  were  honored  for  their 
service. 

The  District  Council  is  going  back  to  Winston- Salem  to 
celebrate  their  fiftieth  anniversary.  First  Assembly  will  be  a  flurry 
of  activity.  Hotel  lobbies  will  come  alive  with  the  warm  fellowship 
that  has  always  marked  our  District.  Detailed  preparations  occupy 
a  busy  District  staff  as  the  opening  service  draws  near.  As  the  first 
meetmg  drew  near  in  1944,  Lloyd  and  Wildon  Colbaugh  hammered 
a  few  extra  nails  into  the  center  beam  of  The  Evangelistic  Center. 
They  were  afraid  the  ceiling  might  fall  in.  The  old  building  where 
it  all  began  has  long  since  been  torn  down,  but  the  spiritual  house 
that  the  Lord  has  built  stands  strong.  We  stand  on  a  firm 
foundation  laid  by  pioneers  and  prayer  warriors.  The  sands  of  time 
have  buried  hundreds  of  stories  that  should  have  been  included  in 
this  volume.  Facmg  a  new  millinium  and  an  unfinished  task  we 
must  not  lose  sight  of  the  things  they  have  taught  us.  Be  fervent 
m  prayer  ...  Be  faithful  in  service  .  .  .  Hold  fast  to  the  Cross.  .  . 
NEVER  LET  GO! 
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EPILOGUE 


The  challenge  of  recording  fifty  years  of  history  encompassing 
an  entire  state  is  formidable.  Bits  and  pieces  were  gathered  from 
letters,  District  Yearbooks,  Annual  Reports,  bulletins,  interviews, 
and  pictures.  The  process  has  given  new  life  to  memories  at  risk 
of  extinction.  Pulling  it  together  required  meetings,  miles,  meals, 
phones,  faxes,  writing,  ripping,  editing,  and  praying. 
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The  record  is  flawed  with  many  gaps  and  omissions.  In  the 
early  years,  when  a  minister  transferred  to  another  District,  his  files 
were  transferred  with  him.  In  some  cases,  a  minister's  tenure  in 
North  Carolina  is  known  only  to  the  church  he  pastored.  Because 
of  the  transfer  policy,  some  who  ministered  in  the  forties  do  not 
appear  in  the  Ministerial  Index.  Records  of  many  meetings  and 
miracles  are  gone.  The  people  who  made  this  District  live  and 
grow  were  far  more  interesting  in  making  history  than  recording  it. 

This  book  is  only  a  beginning  -  a  thumbnail  sketch  of  a 
detailed  work  of  art.  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  men  and  women  who 
give,  and  who  gave,  their  lives  for  the  high  calling  of  God.  They 
are  the  heroes  of  NEVER  LET  GO. 

We  have  observed  common  distinctions  among  the  heroes  of 
yesteryear.  They  desired  only  to  preach  a  redemptive  and  full 
gospel.  They  wanted  Assemblies  of  God  churches  established  in 
communities  to  lead  people  into  the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit. 
They  wanted  to  win  the  world  for  Christ,  beginning  with  the  next 
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person  they  encountered.    They  had  a  burning  passion  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry. 

The  heroes  of  "NEVER  LET  GO"  are  found  in  every  decade. 
They're  listed  in  the  following  index.  Entire  volumes  could  be 
written  concerning  the  1500  ministers  who  have  called  North 
Carolina  home.  Many  experienced  rejection,  sickness,  financial 
challenge,  ridicule,  and  loneliness  as  they  labored  in  the  hard 
places.  Their  children  were  sometimes  made  to  live  in  "glass 
houses".  They  paid  a  high  price  for  the  foundation  we  build  upon. 
Some  suffered  more  at  the  hands  of  parishioners  than  they  did  at 
the  hands  of  world.  Through  it  all  they  endured,  and  today 
churches  stand  on  once  vacant  lots  and  empty  fields  because  of 
their  dedication.. 

This  record  is  not  so  much  a  tribute  to  District  Headquarters 
or  a  staff,  but  to  the  heroes  and  heroines  who  followed  the  strong 
voice  of  leadership.  To  pastors,  laymen,  teachers,  evangelists, 
associates   in  youth,   music,  children,   christian     education   and 


127 


NEVER  LET  GO 


administration;  to  all  who  do  the  work  of  the  ministry,  you  are  the 
heroes.  Look  out  on  the  harvest,  look  up  to  the  heavens,  take  hold 
of  the  promises  and    .  .  .    NEVER  LET  GO! 


Charles  H.    Cookman,  Chairman 
Fenton  L.    Jones 
David  B.  Crabtree 
Mark  A.  Muirhead 
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Abbitt,  Collin 
Abemathy,  John 
Absher,  John 
Aday,  Harold 
Adkins,  Roger 
Akers,  Ronald 
Albert,  Milford 
Aldridge,Claude 
Alexander,  Gene 
Alexander,  Glen 
Alexander,  James 
Ahcea,  Santos 
Allen,  Houston 
Allen,  Jesse  Owen  EH 
Allred,  Eric 
Alterman,  Mark 
Altman,  Gardner  H. 
Ambrose,  Chester 
Anderson,  David 
Anderson,  James 
Anderson,  Mrs. James 
Anderson,  Milton 
Anderson,  Tim 
Anderson,  Verlin  Bobbie 
Appleba,  Thomas 
Aranove,  Marvin 
Arnold,  T.E.  Jr. 
Aronis,  Pete 
Arrington,  John 
Arroyo,  Edward 
Arthur,  Steven 
Ashley,  Richard 
Asiatico,  Ervin 
Audet,  Elizabeth 
Audet,  Maurice 
Auld,  Christopher 
Ausbury,  Bradley 
Austin,  Amerine 


Austin,  Alice 
Austin,  Emmie 
Austin,  George 
Austin,  Nancy 
Austin,  Ronald  G. 
Autry,  Melinda 
Autry,  Otis 
Avery,  Richard 
Avery,  Robert 
Bacon,  Calvin 
Bacon,  Calvin  II 
Barrett,  Conrad 
Bailey,  Roger 
Bakker,  James  O 
Baldwin,  David 
Baldwin,  William 
Baliles,  Carolyn 
Baliles,  Paul 
Ballance,  William 
Ballew  Bill 
Balmer,  William 
Bambusch,  Glenn 
Banks,  James 
Bard,  Rodney 
Barker,  Bessie 
Barker,  Johnnie 
Barker,  Sadie 
Barkley,  Wayne 
Barko,  John  A. 
Barks,  Ronald 
Barnes,  Elwood 
Bamett,  Roger 
Bamette,  Arvilla 
Barres,  Michael 
Barrett,  Kitty 
Barrow,  John 
Bartlett,  Mrs.  R.L. 
Bartlett,  R.L. 


Bartley,  Donald 
Barwick,  Edward 
Basdeo,  Walter 
Basham,  Tommy 
Bass,  Alvin 
Bass,  Sandra 
Baush,  William 
Baxter,  Darrell 
Baxter,  Dennis 
Baz,  Franklin 
Beals,  Mark 
Beam,  Lucille 
Beavers,  George 
Beavers,  Richard 
Beck,  Jimmy 
Beckley,  Kathleen 
Belbin,  William 
Bell.  James  A. 
Bellamy,  John 
Bello.  Thomas 
Bender,  Thomas 
Benfield,  Fred 
Bennett,  William  C. 
Bennett,  H.  Phil 
Bennett,  Philip  W. 
Bennett,  Ryan 
Benton,  Gay  Ion 
Benton,  Percy 
Berg,  Anne 
Berg,  Paul 
Berg,  Mrs.  Paul 
Berg,  Stanley 
Bemath,  Joseph 
Berry,  David 
Berry,  John 
Bialik,  Stanley 
Bible,  Charles 
Bice,  John 
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Biffert,  Daniel 
Billingslea,  James 
Billingslea.  Marshall 
Bingaman,  Gary 
Bird.  Stephen 
Bishop,  Hayden 
Blair,  William  C.  Jr. 
Blalock,  Addie 
Block,  Thomas 
Blomberg,  Sven 
Blood,  Gerry 
Bluhm,  Violet 
Boese,  Hubert 
Bohler.  Gerald 
Bohck,  Larry 
Bonventre,  John  M. 
Booher.  Wayne 
Booker.  David 
Bougher,  Joseph 
Boughman,  Henry 
Bowden.  Loretta 
Bowers,  James 
Bowman.  David 
Boyce,  Marvin 
Boyd,  Dwight 
Boyles.  Timothy 
Boyter,  Jesse 
Bracken,  Leo 
Braddock.  J.C. 
Braddock,  Mrs.  J.C. 
Bradford,  Tommy 
Bradley,  Van 
Brady,  Thomas 
Brake,  Michael 
Branch,  I.H. 
Branch.  Walter 
Brantley,  James 
Branum.  Bobby  Joe 
Brassfield,  V.O. 
Breazeale.  Lamar 


Bredbenner,  Elwood  C. 
Bredbenner,  Hal 
Breton,  Leo 
Brewer,  Wayne 
Briggs.  Larry 
Briner,  John 
Briscoe,  Randy 
Brisson,  Donald 
Bristle.  Charles  Jr. 
Bristle,  Charles  Sr. 
Broadway,  Denny 
Broihier,  Timothy 
Brooks,  Michael 
Brown,  Ansel  "Jackie" 
Brown.  Charles 
Brown,  Clyde  Gene 
Brown,  Cora  A. 
Brown,  Dan  H. 
Brown,  Don  M. 
Brown,  J.  Michael 
Brown,  J.W.  Jr. 
Brown,  John  Robert 
Brown,  Lynnette 
Brown,  Marialyn  Hogsed 
Brown,  Robert  O. 
Brown,  Mrs.  R.O. 
Brown,  Sara 
Brown,  Steven 
Brown,  Terry 
Branson,  Drexel 
Bryan,  Boyd 
Bryant,  Johnny 
Bryson,  Dennis 
Buchanan.  James 
Buchanan.  Larry 
Buchanan,  Ralph 
Buchanan,  Terry 
Bumgamer,  Harry 
Burchfield.  Samuel 
Burgund.  Mark 


Burkhart,  George  W. 
Burks,  Steven 
Burrell,  Dennis 
Burroughs,  E.G. 
Burroughs,  Mrs.  E.G. 
Burrus,  Allen 
Burton,  Elbert 
Butler,  Curtis 
Butler,  Jim 
Butler,  Ruth 
Byerly,  Allen 
Bynum,  Roger 
Byrd,  Stephen 
Calderon.  Pascual 
Caldwell,  James 
Caldwell,  Richard 
Cameron,  Jeffrey 
Campbell,  Brian 
Campbell,  Duane 
Campbell,  Ed 
Cannon,  Lonnie 
Cannon,  Lowell 
Cantalupo,  Gerard 
Cantrell,  Stephen 
Capps,  Larry 
Capps,  Thomas 
Carden,  Richard  W. 
Cardiff,  J.V. 
Cardiff,  Malva  J. 
Cargal,  Harley  Eugene 
Cargal,  Mike 
Cargal,  Timothy 
Carlisle,  Joyce 
Carlyle.  Wayne 
Carmichael,  Jack 
Carpenter,  Martha 
Carpenter,  Samuel 
Carr,  Gerald 
Carrington,  David 
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Carroll,  Douglas 
Carter,  Edward  Neal 
Carter.  Terry 
Castro.  Ignacio 
Castrova.  Robert 
Cato,  John  Wayne 
Chadbum,  Joseph 
Challis.  Roger 
Chamberlain,  D.W. 
Chambers,  Paul 
Chandler.  Delmer 
Chandler.  Michael 
Chaney,  James 
Chappell.  Charles 
Charles.  Jerald 
Chase.  Johnny  R. 
Chekwa.  Charles 
Chigbu.  Hannah 
Chishohn.  Eric 
Chorzempa.  Jean 
Chorzempa,  Martin 
Christenson,  David 
Chuprevich,  Robert 
Church,  James 
Churchill,  Gordon 
Clark.  Charles 
Clark,  Dorothy 
Clark.  Mrs.  E. 
Clark,  Max 
Clark,  Michael 
Clark,  Richard 
Clark,  Roy 
Clark,  Steven 
Clay,  R.M. 
Cleary,  Charles 
Cleveland,  David 
Cleveland,  Harry 
Clevenger,  Duane 
Clevenger.  Marquita 
Cobb,  George 


Cobb,  Joubert 
Cobb,  Lester 
Cobble,  James 
Cockerall.  Johnny 
Cockrell,  J.W. 
Cody,  Marilyn 
Cody.  Wilbert  "Bill" 
Coffman.  Ernestine 
Cogan.  Susan 
Cogan,  Wade 
Colbert,  Thomas 
Colbough,  F.  Wildon 
Colbough,  Lloyd 
Colbough,  Mrs.    F.W. 
Colclough,  Ronald 
Cole,  Harold 
Coleman.  Earl 
Collier.  Linwood 
Collings.  Richard 
Collins,  Emmanuel 
Collins,  Hattie 
Collinsworth,  Theron 
Comer.  Donna 
Conant,  B.H. 
Conard,  Joseph 
Conley,  Tommy 
Conn  ally,  Jonathan 
Connelly,  Mark 
Conner.  Carl  G. 
Conner.  Gary 
Conner.  Ray 
Cook,  Robert 
Cooke,  C.  Stanley 
Cooke,  Ethel  M. 
Cooke,  James 
Cookman,  Charles  H. 
Cookman,  Noel 
Coop,  Phil 
Corley,  Bobby  Joe 
Com,  Homer 


Comett,  F.L. 
Cornelius,  H.  Daniel 
Cortez,  Carlos 
Cotton,  Douglas 
Cox,  Thomas 
Crabtree,  David  B. 
Crabtree,  Wade 
Craddock,  Johnnie 
Crane,  Benjamin  F. 
Crane,  Doyle 
Cree,  Roger 
Creech,  James 
Creech,  Joseph  Jr. 
Creef ,  Bill 
Cress,  Albert 
Cress.  Larry 
Crews,  Stephen 
Crites,  Paul 
Croom,  Daniel 
Crosby.  Benjamin 
Crosswhite,  Grover 
Crow,  Wesley 
Crumpton,  Ron 
Cruse.  Lloyd  "Jack" 
Cruz,  Nicky 
Cuevas,  Robert 
Cunningham,  Daniel 
Cunningham,  Wayne 
Currie,  Colon 
Currie.  Winifred 
Curtis,  Paul 
Dale,  Ralph 
Dafton,  David 
Daniels,  Carroll 
Daniels,  David 
Daniels.  Donald 
Daniels.  Elmo 
Daniels,  Jack  Perry 
Daniels,  Mark 
Daniels,  William 
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Danner,  Wayne 
Dao,  Dieu  Van 
Darby,  Richard 
Daugherty,  Fred 
Davenport.  Mark 
David,  Jeff 
David,  Johnnie  F. 
Davis,  Harry  H. 
Davis,  Jeffery  L. 
Davis,  Jeffrey  C. 
Davis,  Joel 
Davis,  Kenny 
Davis,  Larry  Franklin 
Davis,  Talmadge 
Davis,  William 
Deal,  Paul  Jr. 
Deal,  Steven 
Dean,  A.W. 
Dearborn,  Carolyn 
Dearborn,  Robert 
Deater,  Franklin  L.  Jr. 
Decker,  James 
Defoggi,  George 
Defoggi,  Paul 
DeFrank,  Leonard 
Deitz,  Steven 
DeLeon,  Peter 
Delp,  Billy 
Denham,  Richard 
Denman,  Moose 
Dennis,  Louie 
Dennis,  Marvin 
Densmore.  Theresa 
Denton,  Naomi 
Denton,  R.O.  Jr. 
Denton,  R.O.  Sr. 
Denton,  Cheryl 
Dew,  Dorothy 
Dew,  H.C. 
DiBianca,  Salvatore 


Dickens,  Glynn 
Dickson,  Ben 
Dixon,  Beatrice 
Dixon,  James 
Dodd,  James  III 
Dodd,  James  L.  Jr. 
Dodzweit,  Arthur 
Doersome,  Bemice 
Dorsey,  Thomas 
Dortch,  Richard 
Doss,  Loren  D. 
Doss,  Mrs.  Loren  D. 
Dowdy,  Augustus  Jr. 
Dowling,  Carrol 
Dowling,  Don  L. 
Downing,  Charles 
Drost,  Paul 
Dubree,  Gerald 
Dufrene,  Richard 
Dugger.  WUlard 
Dukes,  Clifton  J. 
Duncan,  Barbara 
Duncan,  Boyce  "Bob' 
Duncan,  Daniel 
Durham,  Kenneth 
Durrance,  Marshall 
Dyer,  Steven 
Dyson,  Franklin 
Earls,  Norman 
Earnhardt,  Jerry 
Eatmon,  Donald 
Edens,  William 
Edmonds,  Garland 
Edwards,  Emmett 
Edwards,  Maxine 
Edwards,  Wade 
Ehzalde,  Richard 
Eller,  Albert 
Eller,  Benjamin  Jr. 
Eller,  James 


Elliote,  David 
Elliott,  C.V. 
Ellis,  Fred  V. 
Ellis,  J.B.  Jr. 
Ellis,  J.B.  Sr. 
Ellis, Grady 
Enersen,  Robert 
England,  H.S. 
England,  Loraine 
Engle,  David 
Engle,  John  William 
Eplee,  Herb  Jr. 
Erwin,  Donald 
Eschbach,  Paul 
Estridge,  Charles 
Estridge,  Patricia 
Etheridge,  Charles 
Etheridge,  Daniel 
Etheridge,  Ernest 
Etheridge,  Trudy 
Ethridge,  Jerry 
Evans,  Keith 
Ezzell,  James 
Ezzell,  Scott 
Faggart,  Jonathan 
Faircloth,  Jack 
Faison,  J.  Mark 
Faison,  Raymond  T. 
Farlow,  Raymond 
Farmer,  Curtis 
Farmer,  Randy 
Farmer,  Stephen 
Farrer,  James 
Faulkner,  Gerald 
Fauser,  Ralph 
Felty,  Marvin 
Ferrin,  Daniel  Kent 
Field,  Michael 
Finch,  C.E. 
Finch.  Mrs.  C.E. 
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Finch,  D.  Gary 
Finney,  Kenneth 
Fischer,  Gregg 
Fisher,  Cedric 
Fisher,  Gary 
Fitzgerald,  Eugene 
Flanagan,  Hugh 
Fleming,  Jerry 
Fletcher,  John 
Flounders,  Stephen 
Forrest,  Craig 
Forrester,  Ronald 
Fortenberry,  Howard 
Forti,  Paul 
Foster,  Charles  II 
Foster,  Philip  G. 
Foster,  Philip  R. 
Fowler,  Comer 
Fox,  Adolph  J. 
Foxworth,  Robin 
Frank,  A.J. 
Francis,  Henry 
Frazier,  Forrest 
Friend,  Timothy 
Frix,  Gerald 
Fulcher,  E.H. 
Fulk,  Carlis 
Fuller,  Randy 
Fulton,  Irene 
Fulton,  Joseph 
Fulton,  Luther 
Galloway,  James 
Galloway,  Ray  Von 
Garcia,  Mario 
Gardner,  Billy 
Gardner,  James 
Gardner,  L.G. 
Gardner,  Ronald 
Gams,  David 
Gams,  Edward 


Garvey,  Randy 
Gatlyn,  Paula  J. 
Gatlyn,  Ronald  B. 
Gay.  Ronnie  Lee 
Gibson,  Robert 
Giese,  Vaud 
Giese,  Mrs.  Vaud  W. 
Gilbert,  James  H. 
Gilbert,  John 
Gill,  Norman 
Gilhgan,  Timothy 
Gitchell,  James  D. 
Gladden,  H.J. 
Glenn,  Mark 
Gligor,  Eleanor  M. 
Gloeckler,  Norm 
Glover,  C.B. 
Goins,  Charles 
Golden,  Farron 
Goldner,  Matthew 
Gomez,  Ignacio 
Goodrich,  Earl 
Goodson,  Hughie 
Grant.  Bruce 
Grant,  Herbert 
Grant,  Hoover 
Gray,  Brian 
Gray,  Chuck 
Gray,  Homer 
Gray,  James  C. 
Gray,  Kenneth 
GTazioso,  Thomas 
Greco,  Joseph  T. 
Greene,  D.  Scott 
Greer,  Maxine 
Gregory,  Donald 
Griffith,  Thomas 
Grigg,  Billy 
Griggs,  Walter 
Grimes,  Arthur 


Grizzard,  Kurt 
Groseclose,  Stephen 
Grouse,  Joanne 
Grubb,  Thomas 
Gruver,  Robert 
Guest,  Mark 
Gunn,  William  Lewis 
Gwahney,  Shelton 
Gwyn,  William 
Hadden,  Br  en  da 
Hadden,  Charles 
Hadden,  John 
Hadden,  William 
Hagel,  Jeffery 
Hager,  Ronald 
Hager,  Timothy 
Hahn,  Carl  W.  m 
Hall,  Amos 
Hall,  James 
Hall,  Tommy 
Hallet,  Paul 
Hallquist,  R.A. 
Hallquist,  Stephen 
Halsey,  Frank 
Ham,  Dan 
Ham,  Milton 
Ham,  Mitchell 
Hamilton,  Dean 
Hamilton,  V.R. 
Hammock,  Hoyt  Jr. 
Hammond,  Steve 
Hammond,  Theodore 
Hammonds,  Roger 
Hamrick,  Weldon  Keith 
Hancock,  Paul  P.  m 
Hanlin,  Dennis 
Hannah,  Herschel 
Harb,  Simon 
Hardesty,  Henry 
Hardin,  Charles 
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Hardy.  Eugene 
Hare.  Frank 
Hargett.  Brad 
Hannau.  Robert 
Harmon.  B.D. 
Harmon.  James  .Allen 
Ham.  Douglas 
Harper.  William 
Harrell.  Rupert 
Harris.  Bruce 
Harris.  Donald  J. 
Harrison.  David 
Harrison.  H.M. 
Harrison.  Mrs.  H.M. 
Harrison.  Mel 
Harrison.  Owen  "Joe" 
Harstin.  Ron 
Hart.  Robert 
Hartley.  Joe 
Hartlme.  M.J. 
Harvey,  James  S. 
Hastings.  Steve 
Hatchell.  Gerald 
Hatchell.  Lois 
Hathcock,  Frankie 
Hathcock.  GAV. 
Haupt.  Isabel 
Haupt.  Norman  E. 
Hauser.  Henry 
Hawkins.  Donald 
Hawkins.  Ottis 
Hawley.  Frank 
Haydus.  Mrs.  Walter 
Haydus.  Walter 
Hayes.  Douglas 
Ha\nes.  Betty 
Ha\nes.  Kevin 
Haynes.  Lowell 
Head.  John  Claude 
Head.  Rickv 


Heath.  Lam 
Hednian.  Howard 
Hefmer.  Thomas 
Hellman.  T.  Charles 
Helrnly.  Richard 
Helms.  Charles 
Helton.  Ronald 
Hendershot.  Eunice 
Hendershot.  James 
Henning.  Samuel 
Henry.  James  Nelson 
Hensley.  A.J. 
Hensley.  Paul 
Hensley.  Richard 
Herring.  Robert 
Herron.  Edwin 
Hertzfeld.  Harold 
Hert2feld.  Mark 
Hetzel.  Elmer  "Jack" 
Hickey.  Richard 
Hickling.  H.B. 
Hicks.  Carol 
Hicks.  David  L. 
Hicks.  Donald 
Hicks.  Robert 
Hicks.  Thomas 
Higgms.  Norris 
Hilbum.  William 
Hill.  Paulme 
Hobb.  Edward 
Hodge.  Charles 
Hodges.  Dennis 
Hoey.  Donald 
Hofer.  Kevin 
Hoftpauir.  Van 
Hogan.  Jim 
Hoggard.  G.W. 
Hoggard.  Raymond  Jr. 
Hoggard.  Raymond  Sr. 
Holcomb.  Donald 


Holcomb.  J.B. 
Holden.  John  Jr. 
Holland.  Frank 
Holland.  Larry 
Holland.  Scott 
Hollis.  Gregory 
Hollis.  Wilham 
Hollowell.  Ray 
Holmes.  J.D. 
Holmes.  Jimmy 
Holt.  Kenneth 
Holtz.  James 
Hooper.  Edward 
Hooper  .  Stewart 
Hooper.  Lucy 
Hooper.  R.M. 
Hopper.  James 
Homer.  Ronald 
Hosey.  Russ 
Hosey.  Sandra 
Hosteller.  Frank 
Houk.  Rita 
Housden.  Ra\inond 
Housden.  Sheila 
Houston.  W.  Jeffery 
Howard.  Douglas 
Howe.  Mrs.  LeRoy 
Howell.  Alma 
Howell.  Carohn 
Howell.  J.  Clinton  Jr. 
Howell.  Marshall 
Hoyle.  Gordon 
Hoyle.  Van 
Hucko.  Teresa 
Hudgins.  Wesley 
Hudnell.  Anthony 
Hudson.  Albert 
Hughes.  David 
Hughes.  Jesse  Wesley 
Hughes.  Johnny 
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Hughes.  Michael 

Hulzebos.  Abel 

Humphrey.  Robert 

Flunile;. .  ."irces 

Hue:.  Jr..rles 

Hunt.  James  Weslev 

Hunt,  Ramon 

Huston.  De\vev 

Hutchens.  Alan 

Hyatt,  Morris  D. 

Infield  Mark 

human.  Jeanette 

Irwin.  .Archie 

Isles .  Tnnothv 

I>~un.  Chai  Whan 

Jackson.  Milton 

Jackson.  Timothv 

Jacobs.  Martin  Jr. 

."icurrjz:     -. . .c  _-._- 

Jaeger.  Rob  en 

James.  Joel  Ashlev 

James.  Lee 

Jamison.  John  R 

JarretL  Lester 
Jams.  Clifton 
Jams.  Dannv 
Jams.  Murl  R 
Jams.  Rudolph  Wa%ne 
Jams.  Timothv 
Jams.  Wa\ne 
Ja\nes.  Bonnie 
Ja>nes.  H.H. 
Jeflfco.  Richard 
Jeffenes.  Edward  T. 
Jefferson.  Harold 
Jeffords.  Robert 
Jenkins.  Hubert 
Jenkins.  Paul 
Jennings.  Charles 
Jennings.  Fred 


Jenson.  LR 
Jemigan.  C.W. 
Jem:  gas.  Dolh 
lessee.  Wayne 

JetL  Frankie  Stephen 
'    —  -  r.    1  - 
Johnson.  Erik 

":rjL:  -  .  ."irrei  '•'•, 
.":cns?c.  ."err.  De-. cc 
Johnson.  John 
-   ."— r  ■- .  F.e^nei 
Johnson.  Maurine  L. 

-"  1ms :~.  vm:_;l 

Johnson.  William 

Johnston.  Jeff 

Jollay.  William 

Jones.  Cregg 

Jones.  David 

Jones.  Edsel 

."  -es    H~  er. 

Jones.  Fenton 

Jones.  Forest 

Jones.  Garland 

Jones.  Hay  den 

Jones.  Hedrick 
r.es    ':'. eme.1: 
m-    V_r- 
Jones.  Xorfleet 
Jones.  Sanford  M 
Jones.  S:e-.  e 
Jordan.  Cecil  Ray 
Joyner,  FLH 
---    N  ~r._ 
Karr.  William 
F.-iumim    ':'.    -:e 
' '.  - -" :::  _^-.    Rile' 
K earns.  Paul 
■  . .  ■     "  j    . 
Reefer.  E.L. 


Keenan.  Ge::;. 
Feener.  ."smes  S 

F.erJ:    Fr.sr 
Felimer    '.   c::_. 
F.elmner    '.     ..__  - 


yy: 

Kelh 
Kelh 
Kelh 
Kdh 
Kelh 

Fell-. 


-    _R--v 
. .  Charles 

.'.  James  D. 
• .  ."mies  J 
■ .  '.-—  .■' 
>'.  Johnnv  J. 

•'.ell;.    Lusj 

F.ec±-.c±.    11   v.zri 

: .  szz  e  i;     ?  e  g.r . 

•1  ems .  Steven 

Kerr.  David 

Fe-v—  ?~    M_-m 

i.cenia:    1    ;er 

Kiker.  Da\id 

*.:m    Fm-CFzr: 

F:m.  FL  7.   • 
Kim   Won  Joo 

Fim'rrell  ."err- 

1'lrz;    Br.ar: 
Kmg.  Marvin 

IF-;    1    :.-;■ 
King.  Roy 
Firk.  Sam-el    ~ 
-.is.smi.  A  .""-is  :~  . 
F  isr.er    A  _r; 
Fis-.er    ."  2r 
Klaus    Paul 
F.mgh:     '.':.    :::_- 
Knutsen.  Peter 
Koebbe.  Ronald 
Koonce.  Nelson 
Kulyn>is.  William 
Kunau.  F>enius 
KuykendalL  Paul 
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Kyllonen,  David 
Lackey.  Richard 
LaCount,  John 
Lacy,  Kelly 
Ladrini,  Gilbert 
Lamb,  Bobby 
Lamb,  James 
Lambright,  Ronald 
Landreth,  Robert 
Langdon,  John 
Lanham,  Emmett 
Lankford,  Jonathan 
LaRose,  Robert 
Lassiter.  Joseph 
Lattier,  Ronald 
Lauterbach,  Edward 
Laverdure,  Richard 
Lavin,  Timothy 
Lawrence,  D.B. 
Lawrence,  Glen  B. 
Lawson,  Ronald 
Leader,  Fred 
Leake,  Walter 
Lear,  Ada 
Leary,  Louise 
Leavitt,  John 
Ledbetter,  Donald 
Ledbetter,  Wayne 
Lee,  Lawrence 
Lee,  Russell 
Legear,  Anthony 
LeJeune,  Aluis  Jr. 
Lemberg,  Richard 
Lenna,  Joseph 
Lepard,  Eugene 
Lester,  Dexter 
Lickliter,  Wilham 
LindvaU,  Eunice 
Lindvall.  John 
Lingerfelt,  Scott 


Little,  Daniel 
Little,  John 
Livingston,  Charles 
Locklear,  David 
Locklear,  Gerald 
Locklear,  James 
Locklear,  Jerome 
Locklear,  Montana 
Loftis,  Gary 
Logan,  Michael 
Long,  Charles  Lucas 
Long,  Nancy 
Longwell,  Dan 
Loomis,  Roger 
Lopez,  Angel 
Lord,  Kevin 
Lord,  Sharolyn 
Loughlin,  D.  Ward 
Loughlin,  D.  Ward  Mrs. 
Love,  Douglas 
Lowdermilk,  David  Eric 
Lowery,  Authur 
Lowery,  Mrs.  Authur 
Lowery,  Dorothy 
Lowery,  Larry 
Loy,  Ronald 
Lucas,  Hoyt 
Lundeen,  Ethel 
Lycan,  Scott 
Lynch,  Peggy 
Lynch,  Timothy 
Macinta,  Peter  Jr. 
MacKinney,  Mrs.  V.  B. 
MacKinney,  Verne  B. 
Maida,  Vincent 
Malloy,  Gary 
Maloney,  Herman 
Maloney,  James  Sr. 
Mann,  David 
Manning,  Mark 


Manos,  Clay 
Mantik,  Randall 
Markham,  Edward 
Marlowe,  Harold 
Marsh,  Kevin 
Marshbum,  Daniel 
Marshbum,  Danny 
Marshbum,  David 
Marshbum,  James 
Martin,  Donald 
Martin,  Job  R. 
Martin,  Lawrence 
Martin,  Mark  M. 
Mason,  James  F. 
Matlock,  Duke 
Matthews,  Mark 
May,  Lee 
Mayberry,  Paul 
Maynard,  Cliff 
McAfee,  C.C.  Jr. 
McAfee,  C.C.  Sr. 
McAfee,  Pauline 
McAllister,  Sylvia 
McAnulty,  Jerry 
McBride,  George  IH 
McBride,  Guy 
McClaren,  Darren 
McCleary,  Elwood 
McCleary,  Elwood  Jr. 
McClung,  Glen 
McClure,  Jim 
McCommons,  Wilham 
McCray,  Arthur 
McCulley,  Robert 
McCune,  Earl 
McDaniel,  Richard  B. 
McDaniel,  Richard  N. 
McFalls,  Jeffery 
McGee,  DeVane 
McGinnis,  Chad 
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McGinty,  William 
McGraw,  J.  Marvin 
McDroy,  Calvin 
McKeel,  Paul 
McKeithan,  Homer 
McKinley,  Robert 
McKinney,  Bill 
McKinney,  John  Jr. 
McKinney,  Leonard 
McKinzie,  Dennis 
McKnight,  Melvin 
McLain,  Joel 
McLane,  David 
McLane,  Patrick 
McLane.  Mrs.  Patrick 
McLaughlin,  David 
McLawhom,  Eugene 
McLendon,  Ronald 
McManus,  Ron 
McManus,  Selby 
McMillan,  Julian 
McNeill,  James 
McNeill,  Melvin 
McNelly,  Ellen 
McPhee,  John 
McTeer,  William 
Meadows,  Wendell 
Meads,  Dale 
Meads,  Steve 
Medlin,  Cheryl 
Medlin,  Terry 
Meekins,  Deanie 
Meekins,  Ed 
Mercer,  James  Nelson 
Messick,  Sheila 
Messinger,  Michael 
Mezzapelli,  Joseph 
Middleton,  Edward 
Midgett,  Jason  S. 
Midgett,  Rhondal 


Milford,  Roy 
Millard,  Robert  Jr. 
Miller,  Crandall 
Miller,  David 
Miller,  Edna 
Miller.  James  Edward 
Miller,  L.J. 
Miller,  Timothy 
Milhgan,  Raymond 
Mills,  James  M. 
Mills,  Richard 
Minegar,  Gary 
Miner,  Dorothy 
Miner,  Ruth 
Minks.  Peter 
Mint  on,  Charlie 
Mitchell,  Greg 
Mitchell,  Leroy  m 
Mizell,  Donald 
Mizelle,  Oral  Graham 
Mizelle,  Willie  G. 
Moen,  Paul 
Mohler,  Richard 
Montgomery,  Daniel 
Montgomery,  William 
Moore,  Byron  Tim 
Moore,  Daniel 
Moore,  Donald 
Moore,  Robert  S.  Jr. 
Moore,  Roy  L. 
Moore,  Travis 
Moorefield,  Beechard 
Moose,  Timothy 
Morphis,  Don 
Morris,  Donald  Lewis 
Morris,  Harry  Jack 
Morris,  Hubert 
Morris,  Sherrill  Jr. 
Morris,  William  C. 
Morrison,  Larry 


Moseley,  Joseph 
Moser,  Joseph 
Moses,  Leroy 
Mosteller,  Aline 
Moulton,  David 
Muirhead,  Mark  A. 
Mulder,  John 
Mullins,  Roy 
Murphy,  Charles 
Murphy,  James  Vender 
Murray,  Feme 
Murray,  Larry 
Murray,  Phillip 
Murray,  Vernon 
Musick,  Jerry 
Myers,  Jeffery 
Myers,  Timothy  Wayne 
Nash,  Michael 
Nattermann,  William  J. 
Neeley,  James 
Nehrenberg,  Ted 
Newton,  John 
Nichelson,  Herman 
Nichols,  James 
Nichols,  R.A. 
Nichols,  Rudolph 
Nichols,  Todd 
Nicholson,  I.L. 
Nicholson,  Mark 
Nicholson,  Patrick 
Nixon,  Mrs.  William  P. 
Nixon,  William  P. 
Noble,  Richard 
Nocera,  John 
Nolen,  Hayward 
Nolley,  Robert 
Nonamaker,  Gail 
Nugent,  Michael 
Nunn,  Troy 
O' Shields,  Stephen 
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Oberman,  Jeff 
Odell,  John 
Oder,  Gary 
Odum,  Wallace 
Oliver,  William 
Olson,  Robert 
Ortiz,  Tom 
Osborne,  L.D. 
Ott,  Karen 
Ott,  Lester 
Overby,  Ancil 
Overman,  Donald 
Overton,  James 
Owen,  John 
Owen,  Robert  C. 
Owens.  Jessie 
Owensby,  Garland 
Ox  en  dine,  Mitch  el 
Oxendine,  Randolph 
Oxner,  Woodrow 
Ozanne,  David 
Pack,  Samuel 
Padgett,  Thomas 
Page,  Brenton 
Page,  Gregory 
Paglia,  Douglas 
Pagha,  D.  Joseph 
Painter,  Ralph 
Palmer,  Robert 
Palser,  Edgar 
Palyo,  Eugene 
Parish,  Fuschia 
Park,  Jeffrey  T. 
Parker,  Barry 
Parker,  Brunette 
Parker,  Kelly 
Parker,  Montie 
Parker,  R.F. 
Parker,  Russell 
Parker,  Steven 


Parker,  Wayne 
Parks,  Clarence  Ray  Jr. 
Parrish.  Mark 
Partington,  George 
Parton,  Glen 
Parton,  James 
Pascale,  Robert 
Paschal,  Arthur  M. 
Paschal,  Elbert 
Paschal,  Loftin 
Paslay,  John 
Patrick,  Thomas 
Patterson,  George 
Patterson,  Marjorie 
Patton,  Larry 
Pearce,  Anthony 
Pearce,  Earl  Joe 
Pennington,  Herman 
Perez,  Anthony 
Perkins,  Richard 
Perry,  Arnold 
Perry,  Byron 
Perry,  Larry 
Peterson,  Richard 
Phifer,  Steve 
Phillips.  Herman  R. 
Phillips,  Herschel 
Phillips,  Wallace 
Phipps,  Danny 
Pieffer,  Elizabeth 
Pierce,  Bobby 
Pierce,  Elmo 
Pierce,  Loy 
Pierce,  Raleigh 
Pierce,  Randy 
Pierce,  Woodrow 
Pignalose,  Peter 
Pinnix,  Larry 
Pipkin,  Timothy 
Pittman,  William 


Poff,  Charles 
Popham,  Richard 
Porter,  H.  James 
Porter,  James  F. 
Posilhpo,  Thomas  J. 
Post,  Elden 
Poteat,  Dossie 
Powell,  A.  Roger 
Powell,  Edward  W. 
Powell,  Lewis 
Powell,  Sammy 
Powers,  Stephen 
Powlesland,   Ernest 
PTaschan,  Shelley 
Preston,  Dennis 
Prevette,  Dewey  Steven 
Price,  Alvin 
Price,  Carroll 
Price,  Cecil 
Price,  Larry 
Price,  Robert  J. 
Prit chard,  Kenneth 
Privette,  Phillip 
Pruett,  Clifford 
Pruett,  Nelson 
Puckett,  Rick 
Purifoy,  Ira 
Pyatt,  H.F. 
Quidley,  Maurice 
Raby, John 
Racine.  Michael 
Rahme,  Joseph 
Railey,  Donald 
Railey,  James  H. 
Rainbow,  Bryan 
Rainbow,  Robert 
Ralls,  Dean 
Ramsey,  Alva  V. 
Rapp.  Brian 
Rapp,  David 
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Rasberry,  Reuben 
Rasnake,  J.  Samuel 
Rausch,  Timothy 
Rawls,  Ralph  Jr. 
Rawls,  Ralph  Sr. 
Ray,  David 
Ray,  Ronnie 
Rayle,  Robert 
Raynor,  David 
Redd,  Sidney  "Skip" 
Redlinger,  Vincent 
Reed,  Alden 
Register,  William 
Reilly,  Robert 
Rice,  Timothy 
Richards,  Mary 
Richardson,  Alton 
Richardson,  Gladys 
Richardson,  Lester  F. 
Richmeier,  Vernon 
Richmond,  Brian 
Riddle,  Tony 
Riggins,  Fred  Jr. 
Riley,  William  "Bill" 
Riley,  Luther 
Ritter,  Bruce 
Rivera,  Tony 
Rivers,  Bobby 
Robert,  H.  Mark 
Robinette,  Floyd  J. 
Robinson,  Doy 
Robinson,  Norman 
Robinson,  Robert 
Robinson,  Sidney 
Roe,  Ronald 
Rogers,  Christine 
Rogers,  Randall 
Roper,  Phil 
Rose,  Jeffrey 
Ross,  Delmar 


Ross,  James 
Ross,  Naomi 
Ross,  Phyliss 
Ross,  Randal 
Ross,  Stuart 
Rosser,  Steve 
Rothert.  Steven 
Rountree,  Louise 
Roussel,  Robert 
Rufty,  Norman 
Runner,  Greg 
Rupp,  Esther  N. 
Rupp,  Harry 
Rupp,  Mrs.  Grace 
Rupp,  Grace  N. 
Ruppe,  Donald 
Russell,  Lee 
Russell,  William  R.  II 
Rymer,  Douglas 
Sanderlin,  Lloyd 
Sanders,  Leroy 
Sara,  Aubrey 
Sauls,  David 
Sauls,  Glenn 
Sauls,  Jerry 
Saunders,  Eliza 
Schaller,  Fran 
Schneider,  Sam 
Scott,  Sandra 
Scruggs,  David  Jr. 
Scruggs,  David  Sr. 
Searles,  A.W. 
Segers,  J.R. 
Selph,  Marvin 
Senn,  Steven 
Severance,  Edward 
Seward,  Steven 
Seymour,  James 
Sharp,  Eldon 
Sharpe,  Wallace 


Sharpies,  Henry 
Sheets,  David 
Sheffield,  Wayne 
Shehane,  Howard 
Shehane,  Patricia 
Sheilds,  Charles 
Sheline,  John 
Shelton,  Larry 
Sherman,  Elizabeth 
Shingler,  William 
Shockley,  Gary 
Shockley,  Sherry 
Shoffeitt,  Shannon 
Shreve,  Lawrence 
Shropshire,  Hubert 
Shrum,  Ricky 
Shuffler,  Wilham 
Shultz,  Louie 
Sifford,  Douglas 
Sileo,  Stephen 
Simmons,  Mrs.  Fulton 
Simmons,  Stewart 
Simpson,  Frank 
Sims,  Wilham  Paul 
Skekon,  John  Henry 
Skipper,  John 
Skipper,  Russell 
Skipper,  Wilham 
Skuner,  C.H. 
Slye,  John 
Smith,  Andrew 
Smith,  Arnold 
Smith,  Bertha  Mae 
Smith,  Billy 
Smith,  Brian  K. 
Smith,  Caretta 
Smith.  Donald  B. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Donald  B. 
Smith,  Donald  E. 
Smith.  E.  Wade 
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Smith,  Glen  C. 
Smith,  Grace  P. 
Smith,  Grover 
Smith,  Joel 
Smith,  June 
Smith,  Karen 
Smith,  Kenneth 
Smith,  Loran 
Smith,  Louis 
Smith,  Rebecca 
Smith,  Robert  D.  Jr. 
Smith,  Robert  D.  Sr. 
Smith,  Sharon 
Smith,  Steve 
Smith,  Todd 
Smith,  W.L. 
Smith,  Mrs.  W.L. 
Smith,  Walter 
Smith,  William  R. 
Snellen,  Dick 
Snellen,  Shelly 
Snipes,  W.  Thomas 
Snyder,  Timothy 
So,  Kyo-Min 
Soileau,  Kevin 
Soloman,  Jimmy  Jr. 
Sorrells,  Fred 
Sowell,  Raymond 
Spain,  William  Ronald 
Speer,  Bulah 
Speer.  Fred 
Speight,  Herbert  Sr. 
Spence,  Dana  H. 
Spencer,  M.Q. 
Spencer.  Margel 
Spivey,  Jerry 
Spradley.  Robert 
Spry,  John  Alexander  Jr. 
Stamey,  Randall 
Stanberry,  Wayne 


Stanford,  Hollis 
Stanton,  Tarold 
Starling,  W.H. 
Starliper,  Barry 
Staton,  David 
Steele,  Ronald 
Stemple,  Betty 
Stemple,  James  N.  Jr. 
Stemple,  James  N.  Sr. 
Stenson,  Joseph 
Stenson,  L.  Charles 
Stenson,  Michael 
Stephenson,  Danny 
Stephenson,  R.E. 
Stetson,  Brooks 
Stewart,  David 
Stewart,  Jay 
Stewart,  Michael 
Stirling,  Andrew 
Stitt,  Larry 
Stoddard,  Oliver 
Stogner,  Jack  Jr. 
Stone,  Reginald 
Storie,  Jean  B. 
Storms,  Alma 
Storms,  Levi 
Stratton,  Charles  Jr. 
Strawn,  Glen 
Street,  Earl 
Strickland,  David 
Strickland,  J.G.  "Jude" 
Strickland,  James 
Strickland.  Wayne 
Strong,  Scott 
Styron,  Keith 
Suddreth,  Timothy 
Suggs,  Al 
Suggs,  Harold 
Summey,  Ruth 
Sutphin,  David 


Sutphin,  Marilyn 
Sutter,  David 
Sutton,  Martin 
Swain,  Stephen 
Swain,  William 
Sweigard,  Maynard 
Taunton,  Harold  Dean 
Taylor,  Jesse 
Taylor,  Samuel 
Teeters,  Rocky 
Tegard.  William 
Templeton,  Raymond 
Tenney,  Richard 
Terebo,  Ronald  James 
Terrell,  Walter 
Thacker,  Jackie 
Thennes,  Daniel 
Theriot,  Leo 
Thomas,  Garland 
Thomas,  Hugh  Carlton 
Thompson,  Dan 
Thompson,  Douglas 
Thompson,  Howard 
Thompson,  L.R. 
Thompson,  Randy 
Thompson,  Roger 
Thompson,  Ronald  L. 
Thompson,  Ronald  M. 
Thompson,  Wade 
Tichanchuk,  Michael 
Tidwell,  Raymond 
Tilhtz,  Kevin 
Tilhtz,  W.  Edward 
Tims.  William 
Titone,  Joseph 
Todd,  Scotty 
Tolson,  William 
Toraya,  Richard 
Torrence,  Tommy 
Tracy,  Gary 
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Tran,  Kiem  Ngoc 
Truelove,  G.W. 
Tucker,  Lawrence 
Turner,  James 
Turner,  Jimmy 
Turtle,  Paul  Richard 
Tyndall,  William 
Tyndall,  Willie  S. 
Tysinger,  Tommy 
Udrisky,  Steven 
Uelese,  Fiatuu 
Underwood,  Jenny 
Underwood,  Lam 
Usher,  Carl  F. 
Van  Amber.  R.C. 
Van  Arsdale,  Frank 
Van  Beber,  Francis 
Van  Dalen,  C.R. 
VanDalen,  Mrs.  C.R. 
Van  Meter,  Edith 
Van  Meter,  William 
VanNoy,  M.S. 
Vanderburg,  EUzabeth 
Vanover,  Christopher 
Varvell,  Chester  Lewis 
Vaughn,  Robert 
Vaughn,  William 
Vazquez,  Jose 
Vess,  Donald 
Vick,  William  Kirby 
Vinson,  Gregory 
Wade,  Alan 
Wade,  Jeffrey 
Wagers,  Robert 
Walck,  bemhard 
Walker,  Benny 
Walker,  Gilbert 
Walker,  J.E. 
Walker,  Leroy 
Wallace,  Alexander 


Wallace,  Esther 
Waloven,  Toras 
Walters,  Gregory 
Ware,  Kenneth 
Waterfield,  David 
Waters,  David 
Waters,  Jack 
Waters,  Ralph 
Watford,  Johnny  Eugene 
Watson,  David  Ray 
Watson,  Don 
Watson,  Jay  D. 
Watt,  Eric 
Webb,  Arthur 
Webb,  Mitchell 
Wendlandt,  Wolf 
Wentz,  Arthur 
West,  Bill 
Whaley,  Michael 
Wheeler,  Genevieve 
Wheeler,  Walter 
Whidden,  Gladys 
Whidden,  Ken 
Whidden,  Loye  T.  Sr. 
Whidden,  Tom 
Whisnant,  R.H. 
Whitaker,  Joseph 
Whitaker,  Walter 
White,  Charles 
White,  J.E. 
White,  Mrs.  J.E. 
White,  Jacob 
White,  Mrs.  Marshall 
White,  Michael 
White,  Vernon 
Whitfield,  Don 
Whitman,  John  S. 
Whitman,  Shelton 
Whittington,  James  B. 
Wiggins,  Leon 


Wigmore,  Harry  "Skip" 
Wiles,  Cumin 
Wilkins,  William  Earl 
Willett,  Joseph  m 
Williams,  Danny 
Williams,  Frank 
Williams,  James  C. 
Williams,  James  M. 
Williams,  Larry 
Williams,  Mary 
Williams,  Paul 
Williams,  Rex 
Williams,  Ronnie 
Williams,  Sheri  G. 
Williams,  Mrs.  W.R. 
Williams,  William  E. 
Williams,  William  W. 
Willis,  Harmon 
Willis,  R.L. 
Willis,  Van  Martin 
Wills,  Mrs.  I.H. 
Wills,  I.  Hudson 
Wilson,  Gary 
Wilson,  Gene 
Wilson,  Mrs.  James 
Wilson,  Lewis 
Wilson,  Robert 
Wilson,  Thomas  G. 
Winchell,  David  Lee 
Winebarger,  W.W. 
Winslow,  Lucy 
Winstead,  Dennis 
Winstead,  James  C. 
Winstead,  Myrtle 
Wolfe,  Richard 
Wood,  Curtis 
Wood,  Patrick 
Wood,  William 
Woodard,  Randall 
Woods,  Edward 
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Woolever,  Joseph 
Woolums,  Louis 
Worley,  Michael 
Worthington,  James 
Wray,  Timothy 
Wright,  Burl 
Wright,  Henry 
Wyatt,  Alva 
Wyatt,  Juanita 
Wyatt,  Ronnie 
Wynes,  Joseph  Wayne 
Yancey,  Gary 
Yeakle,  Samuel 
Yoo,  Eui  Seon 
York,  Annie  Frances 
York,  Archie  C. 
York,  Coleman 
Young,  Charles 
Youngblood,  Gary 
Zachary,  Wade 
Zion,  O.G. 
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